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rank Farina 
'100 goals 


rank Farina, has 
, joined an exclus- 
ive group in 
Australia’s 
national league — 
the One Hundred 


Club. 

.John Kosmina is the 
leading scorer. He achieved 
133, before retiring in the 
late 80s. Kod Brown, with 
Farina at Brisbane Strikers is 
just four behind. He is 
followed by Marshall Soper 
on 120, Gary Cole 109 and 
Warren Spink, now in 
Singapore, 104. 


premier club in 
Belgium and. had Pa 
him in their ranks for ~~ 
three years. An unhappy 
twelve months at Bari 
followed during which time 
Farina was loaned to Notts 
County. 

Success returned as he 
increased his _ foreign 
language. knowledge - to 
embrace French, with 
Strasbourg. 

Now 
its —@ 


Farina makes the illustrious 4 


group up to six with his 
attainment of the 
memorable mark. His two 
goals against Canberra 
Cosmos at Suncorp 
Stadium on Saturday 
April 5 took him to the 
century mark. 

‘Frankie’ was spotted in 
1982 by. Jimmy Shoulder 
and Kon Smith from the 
AIS. At that time the mid- 
teenager was living at 
Mareeba in far North 
Queensland. this is a small 
farming community on the 
Atherton Tablelands. 

His talent was developed at 
the AIS and in late 1983 he 
moved to Canberra Arrows 
as the national capital's NSL 
team was known. During this 
time he was picked for 
Australia. 

Sydney City had the 
pleasure of his ability in 85 
and 86 before Marconi came 
in for him. 

A move overseas to Bruges 
was next. They are the 


leading. 

and playing with, Brisbane 
Strikers which occupies his 
time. 

As Frank Farina said on 
Wednesday, “I am very ; 
fortunate to have been | 
involved for such a long 
time with the game as a 
player. It makes me 
proud, but at the same 
time humble, that I have 
achieved such a 


for aspiring 
players 


displaying skills on the pitch or are 
there other parts to life in this field? 
Listening to, meeting. with, ‘and 
observing .a true professional at close 
quatters, the answer is that there are a 
multitude of additional facets which 
need to betaken into consideration, 
Talking to a large group of people 
with complete mastery and ease, Using 
@ microphone as though it was a part of 
the total person, Holding the rapt 
attention of an audience of 130. 
Answering questions in a relaxed, but 
authoritative manner. Never *umming” 
or “erring” and not using an offensive 
word. 


s sade professional Soccer player 
just about training. ‘socialising and 


Who can do that? You may well ask. 
Believe it or not a man who has made 
his living from the World Game since 
the early 1960s. A bloke who started 
from humble beginnings in Lancashire, 
England. He was born in 1945 and 
while he was still 20 years of age he was 
a member of a World Cup Final winning 
team. 

He has the World Cugeavinners medal 
to prove il, It is aj the only one 
engraved with the winner's name - his 
Mum had it done. It is just one of eleven 
struck for the team members. Yes11, 
because in 1966 there were no 
substitutes allowed, even for injury. 

Alf Ramsey Manager, Harold 
Shepherdson Physio’ Alf Crocker 
Trainer also received one each but none 
for the players who sat on odo 
How did such a young player, 
in the World Cup winning team? 

He tried to become an apprentice at 
both Wolverhampton and Bolton, Ble 
home town team, but. 
being too small and nage fronically 
this was a mere four years before he 
achieved such glory. 

Blackpool took him on. His father was 
strangely unimpressed and told him he 
still had to get into the first team. This he 
did, a year later. Blackpool at the time 
were in the First Division. Today it’s 
called the Premier League. 


By BOB BROOKS 


Oad was still push, push, push, When 
the teenager told him he'd made it the 
response was a finger pointing, harsh 
lecture to the effect that “when you've 
made 25 first team appearances, then 
you'll be on your way.” 

Mentioning that achiévement later, 
the young player was told in no 
uncertain terms that he had to naw 
strive to get into, thé England U/23 team 
- at 17! Nothing ventured nothing 
gained, against all odds the talented lad 
made it. 

“Dad, aren't you pleased?* 

“Now you have to make the full 
England side, son,” came the response. 

You guessed it-and of course he did. 
Gaining selection al number 7 in the 
World Cup Final side he couldn't wait to 
tell Dad back in Lancashire. The 
response? “You've gat to Wir the World 
Cup son.” Dad drove down to Wembley 
Stadium on that momentous day in the 
small family car, 

The son looked tor his father in the 
crowd at Wembley and eventually 
found him, He attempted to poh the 
medal fo him, “Here Dad, 
you've made me what | am.© one 
looked at him and said proudly, “Nay 
fad, it’s yours, you've earnt it,” 

Banks, Wilson, Chariton R, Moore 
were World performers according 
to their modest former colleague. 
Another sat on the sidelines, just 

ae! ; 
layer-of over BOO'games in 
Eagan ig flight, the ees cebu 
ms in which he 

Is eventually moved 

ment He started with 
oe Portsmouth, 
a City. 

He is the ultimate professional as club 
player, international, manager and 
speaker, If any. sige a8 Frei 2 
make Soccer their lives is Jookit 
role model, Alan Ball is their mee 

{Also this writer was privileged to 
hold Alan Ball’s 1966. World Cup 
winner's medal in his hand. A memory 
to savour forever). > 
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{ the celebrations for the 70th birthday of Ferenc 

Puskas the Australian delegation, accompanied by 

the ambassador to Hungary, Mr Pat Robertson, 
presented the legend with a didgeridoo and an Akubra 
hat. 


The evening 'Nemzeti Sport’ gave the following ratings 
for the players in the two teams:— 

Hungary: Babos (5), Banfi (4), Kuthor (4), 
Kereszturi (4), Nyilasnak (4), Urban (4), Balog (5), 
Halmai (5), Nagy (4), Torma (4), Klausz (5). 

Australia: Filan (6), T Vidmar (5), Horvat (6), 
Popovic (6), Slater (6), Skoko (5), sub Muscat (6), Zelic 
(©, A Vidmar (7), Lazarides (5), Viduka (6), Arnold (6). 
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Lakers stunned by Vas hat-trick 


Perth Glory 


j a Glory lowered the 
curtain on their league 
fixture program at Perth 
Oval in spectacular fashion 
last Saturday, with a 4-0 
hiding of South Melbourne. 

A breathtaking first half hat 
-trick by Vas Kalogeracos and 
an own goal from Con Blatsis 
sank a Lakers team that also 
had the indignity of having 
Vaughan Coveny and Aiex 
Kuzmanovic each shown a red 
cards. 

Coveny especially, would 
not have appreciated referee 
Brett Hugo’s actions, since he 
and Glory defender Gavin 
Wilkinson were being closely 
scrutinised by New Zealand 
coach John Adshead. 

However, another 
impressive performance by 
Wilkinson in the Perth back 
line has virtually assured him 
of a call up for his country’s 
World Cup qualifying 
crusade. 


“Tt would be only fitting if 
the club sent all nineteen 
players over to Melbourne 
with me next week as a thank 
you gesture after a fantastic 
season that was capped off by 
this win,” said Glory coach 
Gary Marocchi prior to 
joining his players for a three 
hour party with the fans after 
the match. 

The stage is now set for a 
thrilling conclusion next 
Sunday when Melbourne 
Knights and Perth clash at 
Knights Park. 

The Perth side couldn’t 
have wished for a better start 
when Kalogeracos netted a 
simple tap in after just four 
minutes. The Melburnians 
were never in it. They 
continually had trouble with 
the pace of the Perth team, 
especially on the break with 
Tony Carbone and Gareth 
Naven in midfield and 
Kalogeracos and Slobodan 


uoyant Gippsland 

Falcons defeated 
Adelaide City 2-0 on 
Saturday night, to celebrate 
their readmission to next 
year’s Ericsson Cup.. 

‘Tt was the Falcons’ first win 
over City since entering the 
NSL in 1992 and the after- 
game party. had all the 
atmosphere of a grand final 
win. 

Both goals were scored by 
defender Nick Palamaras. The 
first came in the 27th minute 
when he took a cross coming 
from an acute angle delivered 
by Mark Foy and fired it past 
Adelaide goalkeeper Jason 

ktovic, 


Falcons celebrate 


re-instatement 
Gippsland Falcons 
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Palamaras scored again in 
the 67th minute when he 
collected a rebound off the 
upright following a Manoa 
Masai attempt and blasted the 
ball into the net. 

Adelaide needed at least a 
draw to have the double 
chance in the playoffs and 
took the early initiative with 
some promising moves 
forward by Dino Mennillo. 

But the home side’s 
defence proved to be an 
impenetrable barrier and the 
visitors’ best chance for the 
first half came at the 11th 
minute when Mennillo sent a 
pass to Sergei Vaskin. The 
diminutive striker swept past 
two opponents but his shot 
trickled past the right upright. 

Falcons should have scored 
in the 20th minute when Joe 
Tricarico ballooned the ball 
over the crossbar with only 
the keeper to beat. 

Three minutes before half 
time flamboyant defender 
Tony Sekulic spectacularly 
headed a Doug Marcina 


By RICHARD KREIDER 


‘keeper Michael Petkovic 
denied him a goal with a 
superb reflex save down to his 
left. It is Despotovski’s 
second spot-kick miss at 
home, the first was in the 
opening game against UTS 
Olympic. 

Despite this Perth 
eventually went two up in the 
second minute of first half 
stoppage time, after 
Kalogeracos breezed past two 
defenders before releasing an 
accurate snap shop that curled 
inside the far upright. This all 
came amidst what appeared to 
have been legitimate cries for 
off-side from the visitors 
against Despotovski who was 
standing near the goal-line. A 
further minute into time added 
on, Kalogeracos capped off a 
sensational first-half 
performance with the goal of 
the match when he released a 


South Melbourne Lakers 


(MacKenzie 68), 
Naven, Wilkinson, 
Buljubasic; G Naven, 
Miller (Wingell. 74), 
Strudwick, 
Despotovskl, 
Kalogeracos, Carbone 
(Vukmirovic 77). 


South Melbourne: 
Petkovic, Ortic, 
Kuzmanovic, Blatsis, 
Panopoulos (Polak 
68), Coveny. Trimboli 
(Damianos 68), 
losifidis, Clarkson, 
Kelic (Curcija 74), De 
Amicis. 


surprise 25 metre dipping 
missile to the top right-hand 
comer of the net quite rightly 
yielded a deafening roar from 
the 15,197 crowd. 


Goals: Perth: 
Kalogeracos (4,43, 
45), 0.0 (63). 

Yellow cards: PERTH: 
Carbone (22), 
MacKenzie (89). 
SOUTH: Kuzmanovic 
(33), losifidis (54). 
cards; SOUTH: 
Coveny (41), 
Kuzmanovic (65). 
Referee: B Hugo. 
Attendance: 15,197. 
POY: SKak 

(PG), 2-Wilkinson (PG), 
1-Buljubasic (PG). 


Red 


The Lakers lament 
continued in the 63rd minute 
when Kuzmanovic was sent 
off for a second yellow card 
offence, and two minutes later 
Blatsis deflected a 
Despotovski centre past his 
own ‘keeper. 


Mark Read's 


Vas Kalageracos: This tricky striker put away a first 
half hat-trick. 
Despotovski in attack. Even 
the Lakers dynamic 
playermaker Paut Trimboli 
was unable to produce any 
tricks because of tight 
ing by Craig Naven. 
Despotovski, who has not 
scored a home goal since a 


double against Wollongong in 
December, was presented with 
a penalty opportunity in the 
41st minute after he was 
dumped in the area by 
Vaughan Coveny, which gave 
the Kiwi an early shower. But 
former Spearwood, WA 


SAT. APRIL 19TH 
Liverpool v Man Utd 


Liverpool Draw Man Utd 


Darwin All Sports 


pase pete on all major cone Events 


10 7/1 0-0 7/1 O01 7/1 + HH w 11/4 
22 3a a laf ta lot > HR» e/a 
2I 22 le 
Adelaide eh 0 3-0 20/1 3-3 50/1 0-3 28/1 . DH , 4/1 
31 16/1 1-3 25/1 D-D 1/2 
13k Cg’ Sika. has aA 
1 33/1 (By va soft * AD * 14/1 
aa ei ae 24 seit + AA & 4/2 


corner, only for Mennillo to 
kick it away off the line. 
Adelaide’s gallantry was 
almost rewarded two minutes 
from full time when Mennillo 
from a free kick looped the 
ball over the defensive wall 
but Kourtis managed a finger 
tip deflection over the 


UY you are 


crossbar. Phone: 
“It was magic,” stated a i 
jubilant Falcons’ coach Frank Fax: 


Arok. 

“Adelaide City has the best 
defence in the league. It is 
noted for its incredible 
organisation. I promised our 
supporters that we would 
serve them a delicious dish.” 


? 


Frank Arok: "It was 
magic. We served upa 
delicious dish." 


Singles, multiples and handicap betting, plus 
correct scores and half-time/full-time betting on 
all Ericsson Cup matches 


MANY OTHER PLAYERS AND SCORES 
aveut ahead ON REQUEST 


ccrtaus about soccer there 1 only 


one place to call: 


Opening an account is easy:— 


08 89 41 8330 
08 89 41 8339 
Internet: http://www.darwin-allsports.com.au 


:— Bankcard, Mastercard & 
Visa facilities available free of charge. 
Licensed by the government of the Northern Territory, AUSTRALIA 


Detailed updates of all games direct from London 
with John Boughtwood from 6.30am 


7 0055 5 2200 


Inpho-75c/min. Higher mobiles & payphones 
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Wolves win ‘but 


Canberra Cosmos 


‘ollongong City coach 

Nick Theodora- 
kopoulos on Saturday 
lamented that his team, 
which easily accounted for 
Canberra Cosmos 4-2, had 
left their run too late. 

City, whose last slim 
chance of a top six place in the 
Ericsson Cup disappeared 
with their home loss to Perth, 
punished the Cosmos’ 
defensive lapses in a game 
which never reached great 
heights. 

“It's a shame, we've left it 
too late,” Theodorakopoulos 
said. 

“(But) I'll be back as 
coach, and we have a good 
young side that can only 
improve.” 

Wollongong made a dream 
start to the night, stinging the 
league's bottom club with two 


Cosmos goalkeeper Danny 
Milosevic had already made 
an acrobatic save from Matt 
Horsley, when Sasho Dimoski 
slammed the ball past him 
from close range, with just 
120 séconds on the clock, 

Three minutes later Alvin 
Ceccoli left George Sorras 
tackling air and hoisted an 
accurate cross for the 
incoming Horsley to head in at 
the far post. 

John Markovski brought 
the Seiffert Oval crowd alive 
when he headed home, but 
linesman Ben Wilson had his 
flag up for offside. There was 
not such Jet-off for 
Wollongong a minute later, 

Lachlan Armstrong sent a 
defence-splitting pass to Peter 
Buljan and the youngster 
slotted it past Wollongong 
goalkeeper Adam Brodbeck. 


2 


considerable strife in the 
Wolves defence, 

His lack of speed let him 
down, but in the 50th minute 
Buljan provided him with his 
favourite opportunity - the ball 
at his feet and a clear sight at 
goal. 

The former Socceroo 
striker hit a shot low and hard, 
too hard for Brodbeck to hold 
cleanly but with players ready 
to pounce the goalkeeper 
gathered at the second 
attempt. 

The next 15 minutes 
showed why Cosmos is 
bottom of the table. 

First Dimoski broke clear 
on a Virtually undefended 
Cosmos left flank and had all 
the time he needed to ram the 
‘ball past Milosevic, Canberra 
failed to learn from its 
mistakes. 


Sasho Dimoski: Bagged a pair and adjudged man of 


Wollongong City 


Laybutt (Harlock 46), 
Bourke, Horsley, Sevin 
(Luff 46), Dimoski, 
Chipperfield, Connolly, 
Spencer. 


this time setting up Scott 
Chipperfield who guided the 
ball home. 

With 75 minutes gone 
Vince Grella drifted through a 
disinterested Wolves defence 
to gain his team a consolation 


AS 
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Scorers: Cosmos: 
Buljan (17), Grella 
(75). City: Dimoski 
(2,56), Horsley (5), 
Chipperfieid (60). 


Yellow cards; .. 
Cosmos: Grella (54). 
CITY: Dimoski (9), 
Laybutt (45), 
Referee: S Micallef. 


goals in the first five minutes. Markovski was causing Dimoski penetrated again, the match. goal. i 


Collingwood Warriors 


risbane Strikers secured 

second spot on the 
Ericsson Cup table defeating 
Collingwood Warriors 2-0 in 
their last home game at 
Olympic Park on Sunday. 

The Strikers now get the 
double chance going into the 
finals series starting in two 

“weeks time. 

For Collingwood and in 
particular, Zoran Matic, the 
nightmare is nearly over as 
they played out their final 
home game in their short 
history before a crowd of. 
around 600, 

“This is going to hurt for 
years” said Matic of his period 
at the Warriors, “I am not just 
going to forget it in a hurry.” 

Matic said that despite 
reports linking him to two 
other Ericsson Ciup clubs, he 
is finished and will return to 
Adelaide, “Tuesday the 
22nd... at 2.40 pm.” 

Brisbane though can look 
forward to a weeks rest after 


this week’s round before 
taking on Sydney United over 
two legs. 

For Strikers coach, Frank 
Farina, clinching second spot 
is as good as winning the 
minor premiership. 

“Whoever remembers who 
won the minor premiership?” 
said Farina. 

“Getting the second spot 
and the double chance is 
terrific for us, we knew it was 
going to be tough for us today 
but to go out and do it and get 
second place is a big relief.” 

They were always in 
contro} of a game that never 
Teally offered a whole lot. 

Tf it wasn’t for Frank Juric 
in Collingwood’s goal, the 
scoreline could have been far 
bigger. 

He kept the Strikers 
scoreless in the first half, 
saving from Farina, Rod 
Brown and Wayne Knipe. 

Juric had a little help from 
a post in the 37th minute when 


United 


Sydney United 


classy, workmanlike 

jydney United side went 
.through the motions on 
Sunday night at home to win 
2-0 against a Newcastle 
Topper Breakers team who 
put in a_ spirited 
performance that played 
above their Ericsson Cup 
standing. 

In front of a crowd of 5,179 
Mark Babic, captain of the 
minor premiers was presented 
with the Ericsson Cup 
Premiership trophy prior to 
the match. 

During the first half both 
defences were dominant with 
Newcastle putting up a good 
fight to restrain the 
champions. 
Kresimir Marusic constantly 
threatened the visitors and in 
the second half when Damir 
Cvetko was introduced both 
stamped their class on the 
field creating chances with 
every touch of the ball 

To see a bench with the 
calibre of Robbie Enes and 


However,, 


Paul Bilokapic and not to 
mention Velimir Kupresak 
their chances look good for 
the Finals series. 

United's first real chance 
came four minutes with an 
attack down the left side to 
Jacob Burns who whipped the 
ball across but it was smartly 
saved by seventeen year old 
custodian, Brad Swancott. 

The young Newcastle 
goalkeeper made his debut 
against Melbourne Knights at 
home, and appears to be set 
for a big future, with an 
impressive performance 
against United despite his 
175em frame. Insiders at 
Newcastle have suggested that 
he'll be placed on a stretching 
machine to increase his 
height! 

Throughout the last five 
minutes of the first half the 
Newcastle team were 
searching for that elusive goal, 
The combination of Robbie 
Ironside and Troy Halpin 
made United's defence work 


0 By DWYGHT TUFFNELL 


Kasey Wehrman hit it from 25 
metres, 

The same post came into 
play five minutes later, the 
victim this time was Nick 
Meredith with one of his 
customary left foot rockets. 

Juric was almost impossible 
to beat again in the second 
half until the 68th minute 
when a mistake by Joe Vikic 
proved costly. 


ZOARRIORS 


Vrkic’s wayward pass was 
picked up by Knipe who 
evaded Alan Davidson before 
beating Juric. 

Brown made it 2-0 seven 
minutes later when he simply 
rounded Juric and slotted into 
the empty net from Troy 
Cranney’s through ball. 

Juric was not finished yet 
and produced the save of the 
match to deny Farina six 
minutes from time. 


Briehane Strikers 


Frank Juric: In his last home game for Collingwood he 


was the star. 


Warriors: Juric, Vrkic, 


Boutsianis (Taliadons 
46), Silic (Catalano 71), 
‘Tapai, Lozanovski- 


te wor 


Strikers: Bolton, 

Hunter, Farina, $.Cranney, 

Brown, Wright te Thy, 
“Cranncy, ‘ 


breaks Newcastle 


2 By JODEE ROGERS 


hard. 

In the opening minute of 
the second half, Newcastle 
missed a golden opportunity 
when Halpin crossed to David 
Lowe in the goalmouth, but 
the ball shaved his head and 
went wide, 

United counter attacked 
and in the 49th minute, 
substitute Cvetko picked up 
the ball from the centre of the 
park, made a solo run through 
Newcastle’s defence. Inside 
the area the United player let 
fly. Swancott tried to grab the 
spinning ball but failed to hold 
it. The rebound found another 
home player whose shot again 
found the young keeper in the 
way even as he lay prone on 
the ground. Unluckily for the 
Breakers Ante Milicic was on 
hand to complete the move, 

Newcastle had a chance to 
equalise in the 66th minute 
when Halpin released Sprod 
who cut the ball back to 
Tronside. He in turn chipped 
over the bar. In the 69th, with 


Newcastle getting desperate, 
Peter Ritchie fired a fierce 
shot from just outside the 
penalty area with such force 
that it knocked Zeljko Kalac 
off his feet. 

Sydney United's second 
goal came with fifteen 
minutes to go. Robbie 
‘Trajkoyski did all the running, 
cutting back a great square 
ball to Marusic who rocketed 
itinto the net. 

John Didulica made his 
home debut and played solidly 
at the back all game. The 22 
year old made his first 
appearance for United against 
Gippsland on the April 5. 
Previously he had played for 
North Geelong. His brother 
Joe is the current goalkeeper 
with Melbourne Knights, 
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‘Ante Milicie: Broke the determined Newcastle defence 


for the opening goal. 


Newcastle Topper Breakers 0 


49, Maas 15). 


Yellow cards: Te 
Tops 
GR. 


= E Lennie. 
Crowd? 5179 
POY: Banerh : (SU), 2- 
‘Trajkovski (SU). 


le 
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UTS Olympic 


Miser put paid to a 
uckless UTS 
Olympic’s hopes of 
climbing into the Top Six 
Series when they defeated 
the ‘Blue and Whites’ 2-0 
last Sunday night at 
Belmore Sports Ground in 
front of their top season 
crowd of the season of 
3,724. 

Olympic fans screamed 
‘Penalty’ in the 79th minute 
when Brett Emerton strongly 
charged into Marconi’s box 
where he came down in a 
collision with defender Paul 
Souris, but an unsympathetic 
referee ignored the pleas in 
what looked a ‘photo- 
decision’. 

Foster scored nine minutes 
after the break when the 
visitor's skipper, Andy Harper 
now playing at right- 
wingback, crossed into the 
box. Olympic’s captain and 
central marker, Davie Barrett 
erroneously sliced the ball 
only as far as Foster’s firing 
left boot. He nailed the target 
to draw first blood. 

Eight minutes from the end 
Foster cemented Marconi’s 


maximum League points 
following a rebound. Sean 
Babic screamed into attack, 
played a one-two with Mark 
Robertson. Babic’s on target 
drive, although well-parried 
by Olympic’s George 
Bouhoutsos, saw a well 
positioned Foster slam the ball 
into the net to send their 
opponents crashing out of any 
Top Six contention. 

The luckless Olympic 
totally dominated the first 
session as David Mitchell in 
the eighth minute shaved the 
right post with a header almost 
from the edge of the box 
following a long clearance by 
Scott Baillie. 

Still a torrid Olympic 
raided strongly and in the 36th 
minute Emerton crossed from 
the left to the back stick for 
Kris Trajanovski to strike. But 
“Traja’s’ effort was brilliantly 
kicked off the goal-line by a 
hard working Aaron Holst. 

Trajanovski three minutes 
later was again in action but 
this time he was denied joy on 
the first post by the giant body 
frame and hands of Bobby 
Catlin. 


0 By 


Five minutes from the 
break Olympic’s Elias 
Augerinos robbed Marconi’s 
Francis Awaritefe to pump a 
long flat ball forward to 
Trajanoyski. ‘Traja’s cross 
into the box flew off a 
defender but Derek Poimer 
skied over the top. 

Seconds before halftime 
Olympic gave it everything 
when Emerton’s flat cross into 
the Marconi box found 
Mitchell lurking three metres 
out. However a magnificent, 
yet delicate, sliding tackle by 
Paul Souris yet again kept 
Olympic scoreless. 

In the 72nd minute an 
Emerton cross saw Mitchell’s 
point blank header again 
gallantly saved by Catlin. A 
minute later Marconi’s 
sweeper Robbie Stanton 
almost scored an ‘own-goal’ 
as he deflected a Trajanovski 
drive perilously wide of his 
own post, as did Souris some 
minutes later, 

if I can give a warning to 
Marconi for the coming Play- 
offs. 

Whilst Marconi tactically 
crowded the midfield with 


JOHN EONOMOS 


five men against Olympic’s 
most active four, shamefully 
two Marconi high-profile 
midfielders persist lately in 
being nothing more than 
passengers. Both have been 
totally avoiding all form of 
commitment and involvement, 
refusing to put in the hard 
yards..'Passengers’ have 
NEVER won Grand Finals. 

A very happy Marconi 
coach Manfred Schaefer later 
stated: “After last week's 5-2 
hammering we suffered at 
Newcastle, we always knew 
this would be a hard game for 
us especially being without 
Casserly and Longo, but we 
showed a lot of character as 
Olympic were very desparate 
for a win. “Our last loss hurt 
our pride really badly. Over 


the last seven years we have 
never beaten Olympic away— 
we have had three draws and 
three losses in this time. I 
played our captain Andy 
Harper deep on the right to 
block Trajanovski. The first 
half was very quick but our 
final passing let us down 
badly,” ended a now relieved 
Schaefer. 

Meanwhile Olympic’s 
player-coach Davie Mitchell 
was most disappointed and 
offered: “Credit to all my 
players who tried very hard, 
but I was again disappointed 


Marconi overcome Olympic 


Marconi 


and sorry for the lads as we 
had many chances and 1 felt 
‘we were denied a penalty. We 
put up a good fight and I 
elected to play to give us some 
pene up front. Credit to 

Marconi who made us fight all 
the way.” 


Craig Foster: Scorer of a - 
brilliant brace. fetahitse 


Kni 


West Adelaide 


¢ Melbourne Knights 

kept their Ericsson Cup 

finals chances alive with a 

42 win over West 

Adelaide at Hindmarsh 
ium on Sunday. 

Striker Ice Kutlesovski and 
Tom Pondeljak each netted 
twice to set up a final round 
shootout with Perth in 
Melbourne on Sunday for 
sixth spot. 

The Knights trail Perth 
Glory by two points, so only a 
win would enable the home 
side to squeeze into the finals 
action at the expense of the 
visitors. 

West Adelaide looked to 
have salvaged a point and set 
the top six placings in cement 
when subsitute Alex Castro 
levelled the scores at 2-2 in the 
84th minute. 

But speedy Pondeljak raced 
through the heart of West's 
defence a minute later and 
scored with a low shot for 3-2. 

And he supplied the cross 
for Kutlesovski to slide home 
his 10th goal of the season in 
the third minute of stoppage 
time, 

It was the Knights’ fourth 
win in their past five matches 
and Wests’ fifth loss, in six 
games. 

Kutlesovski opened the 
scoring in the 30th minute 
when Adrian Cervinski 
intercepted a pass in midfield 
and released him to fire in off 
4 post. 

West soaked up more 
Knights pressure and then 
levelled through Hamilton 
Thorp in the 44th minute when 
he-turned and slammed home 
his nineth goal of the season. 

It was then the Knights’ 
turn to withstand pressure 
early in the second half and 
their keeper Joe Didulica made 
a fine save from Thorp in the 
59th minute. 

But Pondeljak grabbed his 
first goal of the match a 


minute later from close range, 
tucking away an Andrew 
Marth cross. 

West surged back and 
substitute Alex Castrol finally 
rewarded them for the 
sustained pressure by 

illeying home after a comer. 

But the Knights hit back as 
Pondeljak raced through on a 
break to easily beat the keeper 
in the 85th minute for 3-2 
before Kutlesovski ended the 
scoring in stoppage time. 

Knights coach Ian Dobson 
said it was a gutsy 

formance. 

“The pace of Kutlesovski 
and Pondeljak was crucial for 


us. 

“We carved them apart with 
a number of penetrating runs 
from midfield.” 

Dobson said he was looking 
forward to the Perth match 
because the Knights had beea 
playing ‘finals’ football for the 
past five weeks. 


West Adelaide. 


Troe Abe 


Cutitig, Knights: Nasteveli 
teas (88): 


Jan Dobson: Leading his team Into Finals Series. 


ghts cling on to hopes 


sue ebsurne Knights 4 


MARCONI STADIUM (e227) 


THIS SUNDAY NIGHT 


wee ee 


KICK OFF — 7.00 PM 
EARLY GAME — 4, a0 PM 


Brought to you by 
Barilla Pasta 


LUKE CASSERL Y 


MARCONI is Proudly Sponsored b by BRESCIA 


ROBBIE HOOKER 
WIN $10,000 Ar HALF 
TIME IN THE JONNNE 
|WALKER GOLDEN GkiKels3) 
83 THERE FOR ThE 
GHANGE TO WIN A 
MOBILE PHONE FROM 
OPTUS WORLD 
LIVERPOOL? 
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Dear Sir, 
As Perth Glory have 
consistently attracted large 
crowds to their home games, 
the case for funding to be 
provided by the WA 
Government for the 
development of their own 
ground is a strong one. 

The Glory were certainly 
innovative in their choice of 


Dear Sir, 

Firstly I congratulate the 
ABSW on a great Football 
weekly, keep it up! 

In response to Mr 
Scullino’s letter in ABSW of 
25 February 1997, I have the 
following comments to make, 

Many Soccer supporters in 
Sydney feel they don’t have a 
team to support as stated by 
Mr Scullino. He maintains 
there are Croatian flags at 
Sydney United’s home 
matches, which is incorrect. 
Nothing should prevent 
Sydney fans attending Soccer 
matches. Everyone is 
welcome as far as I and most 
United fans are concerned. 

Now that Sydney United 
are moving to Parramatta 
Stadium to be able to 
accommodate a larger crowd 
attedance and to broaden its 
supporter base, it will be 
interesting to see if those 
whingeing Soccer fans will 
bother to turn up and to watch 
atalented United team. 

It’s about time fans started 
to tum up as there is no issue 
preventing them, Let them 
worry about what is 
happening on the pitch rather 
than whingeing and pointing 
out who is in the wrong. 

A non ethnic based club 

ight succeed in Sydney but 
i ts been tried before and 
has failed. Brisbane Strikers 
are high in the NSL and have 
a monopoly in that city but 
still they are only drawing 
crowds of about 7,000! 

So Soccer fans that don’t 
attend matches of Marconi, 


SOCCER WILL 
ALWAYS SUFFER 


name to enter the A-League. 
May I suggest that if a home 
ground comes to fruition, the 
facility be named ‘The Glory 
Box’. 


K. Psaltis, 
FRENCHES FOREST, NSW. 


Editor's Note: Just shows 
wt an original name can 


UTS Olympic or Sydney 
United will automatically 
support a team because it is 
non-ethnic backed? 

Tn other words they're not 
supporting a team because its 
performances on the pitch 
aren’t entertaining, rather its 
because the club is ethnic 
backed. Come on everyone 
let’s again worry about what's 
happening on the pitch rather 
than on those racially based 
views. 

Out of all the non-ethnic 
clubs that have appeared in 
the NSL, only Perth Glory can 
be said to have succeeded, so 
what is the solution now? 

We all must protect the 
traditional clubs as they were 
the battlers of Soccer’s early 
days and have been there 
through all the ups and 
downs. The clubs have seen 
many great rivalries over the 
past twenty years. They are. 
the heart and soul of Soccer. 
Let’s respect them for 
working very hard against all 
the odds (and all other sports) 
in making Soccer what it is 
today. 

Sydney United is a leading 
club in Youth development 
with a significant number of 
players always in the Joeys 
UI7, U21 and the U23 
squads. With players such as 
Ned Zelic, Zeljko Kalac, 
Tony Popoyic and Mark 
Bosnich, Sydney United 
deserve to be praised and 
respected for their hard work. 

Jozo Drajn, 
MT DRUITT, NSW. 


'ydney United, the 

Ericsson Cup Premiers 
for this season, were 
presented with their trophy 
on Sunday night at the 
Sydney United Sports 
Centre, 
The large crowd at the 
ground for the United versus 
Newcastle Topper Breakers 
game, gave a rousing 
reception to the home team, 

This is the first major 
trophy that Sydney United 
have won during their many 
years in the NSL. 

‘The team’s sights are now 
set on “The Double”. Their 
quest for Grand Final success 
starts on the weekend of the 
4th of May with a home game 
against the second place 
getters. 

Coach Branko Culina has 
varied their training routine 
by taking the players to 
Brighton-Le-Sands on the 
shores of Botany Bay for 
specialised training. 

The sessions are tough 
with Robert Enes freely 
admitting that he is struggling 
to come to terms with the 
programme. He commented, 


Premiers 
at Brighton 


“T could hardly drive home 
after the first one.” 

Zeljko Kalac is suffering 
the innovation and said last 
week, “It is as painful as pre- 
season training.” 

Culina commented, “Come 
Finals time, all players should 
be feeling the benefits of this 
hard work.” 


iz 2 
Branko Culina: Has his 
players going through 
tough training. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given-to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 

number for verification. 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this colunn. | 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


Unlikely bedfellows 


Dear Sir, 
The highly successfull 
Rugby Super !2 series is 
Tot matched by the TV 
ratings even in NSW and 
QLD. Rumours since 
denied have been 
circulating that the Seven 
Network will downgrade its 
coverage. This is most 
interesting because in 
Australia, Rugby Union, 
and Soccer are the most 
unlikely bedfellows with 
both being niche market 
games. Rugby Union 
because of their superior 
management and some 
good fortune, has been 
more successful in 
developing the state of its 
game. 

Reverting to TV 
coverage the ‘brains trust at 
SA’ is quiet determined in 
its efforts to get extensive 


Soccer coverage on 
commercial TV. This is 
despite last year’s 
disastrous foray with the 
Super Star Series which 
lost up to $300,000 on two 
games. This is just another 
unhappy and disastrous 
episode in the fleeting 
relationship _ between. 
Australian Soccer and 
commercial TV as well as 
the ABC over the last 
twenty years, 

Like it or not SBS is the 
only network willing and 
able to give Soccer in 
Australia something 
approaching decent 
coverage on a continous 
basis. Commercial networks 
are ratings driven as Rugby 
Union is finding out. The 
ideal situation for OZ 
soccer would be for a 
commercial network to 


CONTRACT 


cover the few local soccer 
games that have widespread 
appeal with SBS continuing 
to cover the bulk of the 
games that have little 
Tatings chances. 

Perhaps our brilliant 
Maestro. could somehow 
arrange for this to come 
about. I will bet all his vast 
tally of frequent flyer points 
he can’t solve it 
satisfactorily. Finally, 
Channel Nine did not make 
one mention of the 
Socceroos v Hungary game 
at 6pm, but instead devoted 
considerable time to a brawl 
involving players in a 
match between Jamaica and 
Mexico. Tells you once 
again about their priorities 
regarding soccer. Need I 
say more. 

R Mellor 
BONDI NSW 


TROUBLES AT 
CARLTON 


arlton Soccer Club 

are adamant that 

Young Socceroo, Bill 
Damianos, will honour his 
contract with their club and 
either play with them, or not 
play at all. 

Damianos tore up his 
contract with Carlton after 
receiving legal advice, then 
re-signed with South 
Melbourne and then 
completed the remarkable 
turnaround by appearing as a 
second half substitute against 
West Adelaide. All this was in 
the space of a week. 

Joe Simunic, also signed by 
Carlton, has likewise shunned 
them by deciding to go to a 
European club. 

But both Soccer Australia 
and the players union have 
come to the defence of 
Carlton saying that the 
contracts that Damianos and 
Simunic signed are legal and 
binding. 

Soccer Australia said that 
when Carlton enters the 
Teague next year, Simunic and 
Damianos will be tied to 
Carlton. 

The union has said that 
players are not allowed to sign 
another contract in addition to 
the one they have with Carlton 
while in the last six months of 


their current contract, 

There have been cases 
overseas where players have 
been banned by FIFA for a 
year for having two contracts 
at the same time. 

Damianos, who turns 20 
this week, was axed by the 
Lakers after they learnt that he 
had signed with Carlton, 

He was subsequently 
dumped by coach Angie 
Postecoglou from the round 
23 clash with UTS Olympic. 

He was quickly reinstated 
by the club after tearing up his 
contract with Carlton, or as 
the clubs press release put it 
“... legal termination of an 
invalid contract, by his own 
accord, with the Carlton 
Soccer Club.” 

Carlton are expecting both 
players to turn up when full 
time training begins on June 
6 


@ Meanwhile, Carlton 
have announced another 
signing. 

Andy Vlahos joins the club 
on a two year contract from 
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Billy Damianos Has 
“signed” a contract with 
Carlton which he is 


disputing, 


“He must not get excited. Keep h him away trom the 
~_- Sports pages!" 


Dear Sir, 

I couldn’t agree more with 
the Bob Brooks’ “News In 
Brief’ segment on page 23 (8 
April) about the massive 
imbalance in publicity give to 
the biff and barge games in 
comparison with Soccer, 

I would go so far as to say 
that if given only half the 
amount of publicity of the 
Rugby codes of Football, you 
would need the Olympic 
Stadium in Sydney and the 
MCG in Melbourne to 
accommodate the crowds not 
just Parramatta Stadium, 

There’s obviously an 
entrenched bias from the 
Anglo-Aussie controlled 
media against a large ethnic 
involvement in the World 
Game of Soccer here in 


Australia. So what the Soccer 
community needs to do is get 
into bed with the more 
fancied football codes, like 
Carlton is doing next season. 
In other words get the Aussie 
Rules and Rugby League 
clubs involved in a marriage 
of convenience, to suit both 
les. 

With too many teams in the 
Rugby League competition 
because of Super League it 
shouldn't be too hard to get a 
couple of Leagues clubs 
interested in Sydney. There 
should be no conflict of 
interest or very little because 
Soccer now plays in the 


HELENSVALE OD, 


SENIOR PLAYERS WANTED 
PRAIRIEWOOD UNITED s.c. 


the soon to be defunct 
Collingwood Warriors. 

Vlahos, 20, is a former 
Young Socceroo having been 
in Qatar with that team for the 
finals in 1995. 

Carlton says that they have 
signed twelve players but will 
not release any names until 
those players current contracts 
are completed. 


LOOKOUT 


South Melbourne, 
among otter clubs, have been 


NSW FEDERATION 


GINO: 014816508 or 
MRROMEO: 9§ 637441 


linked with an Englishman 
currently in Melbourne who 
plans to settle here. 

Scott Sloan played with 
Newcastle United while they 
were in the old second 
division and has also played 
with Berwick Rangers and 
Falkirk in Scotland. 

He last played for another 
club from England’s north 
east, Hartlepool. 


By PHIL MURPHY 


ollongong City 
coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos 


wants to stay on next season. 

His job is believed to be 
under threat after Wolves 
dismal run of just one win 
from 10 games leading up to 
Saturday night's visit to 
Canberra, 

Wollongong players were 
booed from the field by a 
section of the crowd after 
losing 3-1 at home to a 10- 
man Perth Glory the previous 
week. 


Some supporters believe 
there should be a new coach 
appointed for the start of next 
season. 

Theodorakopoulos said he 

had agreed terms with the 
Wollongong board six weeks 
earlier, but added that he had 
not signed a new contract. 
“It is a gentleman's 
agreement,” he said."I did not 
sign a contract this season 
either. 

“We had a great start to the 
season and the team was in 
third place at the halfway 


By DANE SKAFTE 
‘alented young Breakers goalkeeper, 
Brad Swancott has only played 
games in the Ericsson Cup, and 
has heey shown he has plenty of 
ability on the ground and in the air 
despite being only 177cm (5 foot 10 


three 


inches). 


‘The confident teeager makes up for his 
size by working on strengthening his legs, 
so he can move around quickly between 


the 


the price,” 


Swancott has been working closely 
with Breakers goalkeeper coach, Clint 
Gosling on the finer aspects of the game. 

“Clint has given me plenty of help to 
keep me on my toes,” he said. The former 


signatures from local 
residents keen to see the 
Falcons continue in the 
Ericsson Cup. 

This comes after the 
Falcons were invited by 


posts. 
The 17 year old who lives at Elermore 
Vale, is playing his initial season in the 
NSL and agrees that the step up from the 
NYL to first grade was a big jump. 

“In the youth games you have a bit of 
time, but in the top grade you can’t afford 
to make any mistakes otherwise you pay 


Geedns Falcons haye 
secured 10,000 


Theodorakopoulos 
supported by 


mark, Unfortunately we had 
too many injuries at the same 
time and lost games. 

“T believe with the addition 
of two or three class players 
Wollongong will do well next 
season and I want to stay 
here.” 

Theodorakopoulos said 
there were players in his squad 
who had not shown a good 
enough attitude in the second 
half of the season. 

He said as far as he was 
concerned those players would 
not be at the club next season. 

Club chairman Brian 
Hastings supported his coach 
saying,”certain players have 
Tet us down at times.” 

“Tt isn’t the first time it has 
happened as previous coaches, 
David Ratcliffe and Bert 
Mariani had the same 
problem, 

“Three years ago, Ratcliffe 
was in charge and the team 
needed a point from their last 
six games to make the 
playoffs and lost all six, 

Tt has been a very 
disappointing second part of 
the season after we promised 
so much.” 


WANCOTT 
OUNG 
TALENTEd 


South Wallsend and Adamstown Junior 
starting keeping goal under the guidance 
of Trevor Morris from Weston. 

“He was my Coach from Underl3s to 
Under 16s and has played a major part in 


my Soccer career.” 


Soccer Australia to lodge an 
application and to show where 
they expect to draw more 
people to their games from. 

The Falcons attendances 
have dropped alarmingly this 
season after once enjoying 
regular crowds of 5,000 and 
more. 


bur 


Swancott made his debut against 
Melbourne Knights and from al! reports 
made an impressive display, 

“] was told on the Tuesday before the 
game that Baker was ruled out with the + 
flu and J was in the starting line up.” 
“When I arrived home I told my 
parents and they were so happy. 
‘Hopefully 1 will play well enough to get a 
contract with the senior club next season.” 

Swancott’s biggest test will come this 
weekend when Newcastle face UTS 
Olympic at Breakers Stadium in the final 
game of the Ericsson Cup for this season. 

'@ National Youth League has also 
reached a climax with four points 
separating the top five sides (Sydney 
United, AIS, Newcastle Breakers, 
Marconi, UTS Olympic) with only the 
first four advancing to the pl: 


‘hairman 


On the credit side, impressed, one Wolves 
Wollongong’s average gates director was irate when he 
have been well up on last heard about Coniston 
season and they attracted a promoting a rugby league 
record 10,158 to their home match. 
game against Sydney United. No one is too sure if the 

The club’s pre-match Coniston team was 


entertainment and general 
match promotion has been the 
envy of many other clubs. 


© An Illawarra premier 
league club could be in hot 
water. Coniston are being 
sponsored by the Illawarra 


“mentioned” over the public 
address system at the Steelers 
game. 


‘Wolves midfielder 
Martin Bourke seems certain 
to be playing on loan with 
Wollongong White Eagles in 


NEWS »* SCORES & « RESULTS 
DAILY UPDATES -¢ GOSSIP + TABLES 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 


Steelers (rugby league) the Wollongong. premier 
licensed club this season, league this winter. 
When Coniston played their Bourke has agreed to terms. 


opening game of the season at 
home against Cringila they 
made regular references to 
their sponsors. 

A number of times, 
Coniston supporters were 
urged to “get along to watch 
the Steelers play South 
Queensland Crushers at 
Steelers Stadium tomorrow.” 
Very odd when you consider 
Wollongong City were 
playing Perth Glory the same 
afternoon. 

The Ilawarra Soccer 
Association were far from 


and will train just one night a 
week because he lives in 
Sydney. 

He will be linking up with 
an old team mate as former 
Wolves defender David 
Green, is also in the Eagles 
midfield. 

The Eagles were promoted 
from the first division at the 
end of last season and are 
obviously willing to part with 
a few dollars to qualify for the 
premier league semi-finals. 


@e°e 


MIR SOCCER e- SBS TV 


The Les Murray International and Local 
Soccer Service is Australia's most 
comprehensive Soccer reporting service. 
Updated daily, or when the action breaks, 
by Les Murray. 

The new service now features all soccer 
regions including comprehensive English, 
European, South American and Asian 
region reports. Now no need to wait for 
your favourite news. Just dial up your 
selected choice of information. 
Brad Swancott: Although nota 
| giant his agility between the posts 
| /s an asset. He is pictured in his Job) 
at Roger Davids Menswear. | 


one round remaining. 
‘© Glen Sprod notched up his 100th 
national league appearance over the 
weekend. He joins former Newcastle 
player Ralph Maier and current Breakers 
defender Andy Roberts with a century, 
Sprod started with Newcastle, spent 
two seasos with Parramatta Eagles before 
Teturning to the Hunter. His representative 
career has encompassed the NSW U/15s 
and U/16s and Australia at Under 20 
level. 
Exeter City took him on as an 
Apprentice in 1989 where he spent two 
years. 


HOW TO ACCESS 


Call 1900 155 333, and select 


choice of information. 
Calls cost 95 cente per minute, higher rates apply mobile 
and public telephones. 


BRITISH = EUROPEAN - ASIAN 
AUSTRALIAN ¢ SOUTH AMERICAN 


playoffs, wil 


This year they have 
averaged around 2,500 and 
had 4,167 to the round 23 
game against Newcastle 
Breakers, the highest for the 
Falcons this season. 


@e6 


t NEWS °- SCORES & RESULTS 
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Ist’ UL U/8 
Sydney United’y Blacktown Citys 
22 12 o-1 
Bonnyrigg Mbt caiee ppcenterbury Berries 


“ 


i e 7220 
‘Bankstown ly ong ardt Tigers 
5 


sn 


= 
RRuuruareEe coe 


Blacktown City 


PHU VOUT 


Bonnyrigg We 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Canterbury Berries 
Sydney United 
Sutherland Sharks 


division one — round 12 


_ist U/21_——«U/18 
Penrith Panthers v Rockdale City Suns 


COOK KK eRNUUEs 
RNUC| NOR RNS 


RERUN See oor 
HRN UNO OST 


Ub ee UU OF 


35 0-2 2.0 
Aubum United v Illawarra Lions 
9-1 5-1 70 
Belmore Hercules v Warringah Dolphins 
31 30 42 


Ryde City v Eastern Subites 
14 4S 
Hurstville City Minotaurs v fils United 
5-2 31 12 
West Wanderers v Mt Pritchard 
3-2 1-6 22 
Stanmore Hawks v Greystanes 
42 20 Li 
Bathurst ‘75 v Fairfield Bulls 
21 10 20 


League Table/Ist Grade: 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 31, Eastern Suburbs 26, 


Ryde City 24, Stanmore Hawks 23, Bathurst ‘75 21, 


Mt Pritchard 21, Hills United 19, Auburn United 15, 
Rockdale City Suns 15, Fairfield Bulls 15, Belmore 
Hercules 13, Penrith Panthers 12, Warringah 
Dolphins 7, West Wanderers 7, Greystanes 7, 

) Illawarra Lions 4. 


division two — round 6 


Ist u/21 —«U/18 
AC United v Dulwich Hill 
0-1 2-5 +L 
Parramatta City v peas City 
5-4 00 ted 


Mt Druitt Town Rangers v Hurstville ZSC 
25 42 5-0 
Alexander Warriors v Sy E Districts 
2 
Concord Juniors v ena Sports 
14 


5-1 
Daly eh NSW v Gladesville United 
30 10 


Table/Ist Grade: 
Uni of NSW 13, Dulwich Hill 10, Mt Druitt Town 10, 
Hurstville ZSC 10, Liverpool City 9, Alexander 
Warriors 8, Moorebank Sports 8, Sydney District 8, 
Parramatta City 7, Gladesville United 6, Concord 
Juniors 5, AC United 4. 


division three — round 4 
Ist 2nd 
Glebe Wanderers v Granville Greenisland 
2-2 
St Johns Park v Colo Colo 
1-1 1-1 
The Wanderers v Amcliffe Scots 

0-3 


71 
Hakoah v Prospect United 
40 1-4 


Hawkesbury City v Trasandinos 
6-1 0-2 


Prairiewood United v White City 
Vere 06 


League Table/1st Grade; 
Granville Greenisland 10, Glebe Wanderers 10, 
Hawkesbury City 9, The Wanderers 9, Amcliffe 


Scots 7, St Johns Park 7, Hakoah 6, Trasandinos 6, 


White City 4, Colo Colo 2, Prospect United 0, 
Pralriewood United 0. 


division four — round 6 


Ist 2nd 
Angels erin upariwood Hermes Macarthur y Shoalhay: 


aest-1 University of NSW:¥! 
Mascot Nook 


51 62 
cst Scpptes V Manickville 


Mari 
CSI Schofield 6; Lithgow Worthen Springw 
3 cari 3, Fairfield Kings 1, Angels Liverpool 
Unite i 


division five — round 6 
Ist 2nd 
Racing v Blacktown Premier 
12 0-2 
Homenetmen v Bony 
1-5 
Camden Tigers v Nene ‘bistict 
06 
Kosciusko v Fairfield Eagles 
3-2 52 
AVA United v AC Sydney 
2-3 31 
Auburn Star v Canterbury Bullets 
32 20 


Bescon SCC v Holy Cross 
27 


Leaque Table/1st Grade 

Holy Cross College 14, Camden Tigers 13, AC 
Sydney 13, Bossy 12, Fairfield Eagles 10, Aubum 
Star 10, Blacktown Premier 10, Kosciusko 9, 
‘Homenetmen 8, Racing 8, Nepean District 5, 
Canterbury Bullets 5, Sporting SCC 2, AVA United 1. 


womens state league 


division one — round 5 


Ist 2nd 
Marconi v Moorebank 
40 
NSW Institute/Academy v Macquarie Districts 
60 


NNSW ees) v Penrith Panthers 
2-2 


1-1 
| Sydney United v Eastern Suburbs 
sl 


uUws Macarthur v Sutherland Sharks 
16 


72 
Macquarie Districts v NNSWITC/Academy 
05 0-2 


a WOMEN’S 
A a acp8i ows 


daey United 9. NSW 


Grant Bard: Striker for Sutherland 
Shire Sharks. 


ROUND TWEL' 
Saturday April 19 


Llawarra Lions v Penrith Panthers — lan McLellan Park 3pm 
Hills United v Ryde City — Fred Caterson Res 3pm 
Greystanes v Fairfield Bulls — Melita Stadium 7pm . 

el a Hawks v West Wanderers — Arlinqgron Oval, Zee 


Warringah Dolphins v Rockdale City Suns — Cromer Par 
Sunday April 20 ] 
Rockdale City Suns v Bathurst '77 — R. Ilinden Sports Crr Fpm 
Warringah Dolpohins v Auburn United — Cromer Park 3pm 
Eastern Suburbs v Belmore Hercules — Wentworrh Park pm 
Mr Pritchard v Hurstville City Minoraurs — Cook Park (Mr Pritchard) 3pm 
RD @ Ryde City v Penrith Panthers — T.G. Milner Field — 3pm 
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in this 30 game season for 

First Division clubs the 
leaders Hurstville Minotaurs are 
setting a cracking pace and 
their impressive defence is 
making it clear to all comers 
that they will take a lot of 
Challengers Eastern Suburbs 
have been almost as strong at the 
back, but without quite the fire 
power. Others like Ryde and 
Stanmore can score goals, but 
are less consistent, though far 
from being out of the race. 

After the busy fortnight ahead, 
which includes a full round on 
Anzac Day, teams will have 
reached the end of the first series 
of matches. Minotaurs have to 
play the useful Mount Pritchard 
and Stanmore, as do Ryde City, 
while Easts face improvers 
Belmore. 

Just outside this group are the 
likes of Bathurst and Hills, with 
the country side looking the better 
Prospect to start their climb. 

Rockdale are beginning to show 
signs that they might ey a big 
part too, now that Tony Saiev has 
had his suspension lifted, after 
eight games out of action, 
following an appeal. 


Belmore Hercules 3 
Warringah Dolphins 1 


Nathan Leibermann put 
Belmore in front in the 27th only 
for Danny Barbalace to drive in a 
30th minute, well-struck free kick. 

John Cosentino then crossed 
smartly for Jim Melissourgos to 
nod them ahead again in the 
43rd, with Melissougos tapping in 
a Leibermann cross in the 53rd 
for the 3-1 win. 


Ryde City Gunners 1 
Eastern Suburbs 4 


Ryde City were 
comprehensively outplayed by 
Eastem Suburbs at T G Millner on 
Sunday. _ 

Carrying the unbeaten tag into 
the game Easts had been finding 
it hard to score lately, but were 
soon in front here. 

The strong striker Steve 
Lawrenson scored with a clever 
overhead kick.past Andrew 
Prentice in the 14th minute. Kevin 
Watson ran in to meet a 31st 
minute cross, for goal number. 
two. 

Lawrenson struck again in the 
36th for a 3-0 half time lead and 
though Ryde picked up a little 
after the break Watson was able 
to score a fourth in the 66th. 

Only a consolation sae by Jim 
Boudaher in the 89th kept the 
Margin down on a day when 
Easts showed why they are the 
only unbeaten side left in the 
competition. 


Hurstville City Minotaurs 5 
Hills United 2 


Hills took an early lead through 
a 35 yard screamer by Bob 
Casserley and for a while it 
looked as if Minotaurs might have 
met their match. 

A 40th minute equaliser from 
Tom Pontidas calmed some 
Hurstville Oval nerves and a goal 
by Dario Fernandez in the 55th 


News the half way mark 


put the Minotaurs’ noses in front. 

Substitute Tony Mihaljevic 
came on and scored a second 
half hat-trick, before Adam 
Hagger hit a 20 metre free kick 
past John Mylonas for the late 
consolation. = 


West Wanderers 3 
Mount Pritchard 2 


Two goals u from an 
opportunist header by Greg 
Baldock in the 4th minute and 
another typical Darren locca 
effort, Mount Pritchard threw away 
their two goal lead to go down 3-2 
at Hajduk. 

Trent Worrall scored a good 

‘oa! in the 28th from a ball laid on 
rom a free kick by Mark Higgins. 

Martin Cassar then scored two 
more to wrap up an improbable 
sale by this enthusiastic Wests 
outfit. 


Bathurst 2 
Fairfield bulls 1 


Bathurst made hard work of 
their win over Fairfield scoring the 
winner in the last minute from a 
a Mark Rooke overhead 
shot. 

An early goal from Brad Gallard 
was cancelled out by a left foot 
drive by Nihad Ahmed in the 
62nd, but Rooke’s goal sealed it. 

Bathurst rested Scott Mutton 
and had guiding light Paul Waine 
back in business at the heart of 
defence. 

Fairfield’s best other chance 
was from a Rick Giometti shot 
which Braydon Barcham tipped 
over the bar. 


Stanmore Hawks 4 
Greystanes 2 


Twice Greystanes drew level 
with Stanmore Hawks at Arlington 
Oval and twice the locals regained 
the lead. 

Jason Oldridge had put his side 
@ goal up in the 11th only for a 
clever set play worked by 
Greystanes to bring the sides 
level from a Darren Grittenden 
header, 

Oldridge netted again in the 
33rd but Drew Cauchi finished 
coolly from a ball hoisted over the 
defence. 

Phil Cacciola put Stanmore 
ahead once more in the 54th, but 
it was stoppage time before Eddie 
Briscoe finally found the net for 
the fourth after a good run at the 
defence. 


Penrith Panthers 3 
Rockdale 5 


A change of coach often does 
the trick, but in an eight goal 
thriller at Cook Park, St Marys, 
where the lead changed hands 
and scores were level three times, 
it needed an extra ingredient to 
convert a 3-3 draw at the 80th 
minute mark into a 5-3 win for 
Rockdale. 

That element was veteran 
wingman and displaced sweeper 
Peter Dameski, who lost his spot 
at the back to the restored Toni 
Salev, but showed much flair on 
the attack once he joined the fray 
from the bench. 

Rockdale parted company with 
Bill Temelevski in midweek and 

jave veteran midfield ball wizard 

latko Markovski the combined 
playing and coaching duties for 


this match. 

Penrith scored first through 
Richard Astone, but two quick 
foals BY impressive striking 
mport Spase Najdovski gave 
Rockdale a precious lead which 
they surrendered near the break 
to a penalty, confidently converted 
by Panthers’ defender Brett 
Buckpitt. 

Rockdale led again from a Toni 
Dimonovski header, but Danny 
pal airs brought the home side 
level with a cracking volley. 

Rockdale were reduced to ten 
men in the 37th minute, but were 
still looking likely winners, though 
the woodwork had a lot to say 
about the number of goals scored 
overall, in this game, where the 
Crossbar proved the best defender 
for both sides. 

Goals by Grant McDonald and a 
third fered) gave the 
visitors the final edge. 


GS Gu oe 


Leading 
Scorers 
16 


10 
9 


Louis Dounis (Hurstville) 
Scott Mutton (Bathurst) 


Worrall (Wests), Aydin 
<j Getinay (Auburn), Tony 
~~ Mihaljevic (Hurstville) 

7 Jim Mélissourgos 

(Belmore) 


Weekend Preview 
Round 13 


As mentioned above, Minotaurs 
plays Mount Pritchard and will 
look for maximum points at Cook 
Park, since Ryde City are 
engaged on both days and could 
move back into contention. While 
Minotaurs will need to work hard 
to overcome stubborn Mounties 
resistance, the Ryde programme 
against Penrith on Sunday at T G 
Millner and at Hills United on 
Saturday won't be any easier. 
Either of The Gunners’ 
opponents could steal the full 
points. 
Rockdale should be within the 


teach of Bathurst at their best on 
Sunday and similarly Stanmore 
would expect to beat West 
Wanderers at Arlington on 
Saturday. 
Illawarra may be able to beat 
Penrith on Sunday after the 
Panthers’ Saturday exertions, 
while Greystanes could tweak the 
tails of the Fairfield Bulls at their 
Melita Stadium headquarters. 

lf Easts can shrug aside 
Belmore at Wentworth Park, as 
expected they will still be serious 
contenders, but the mercurial 
Aubum team would need to get a 
wriggle on, even if they beat 
Warringah at Cromer, to make 
any lasting impression this 
season. 


ROUND SIX 


Wednesday April 16 
Sydney United v Parramatta Eagles. 
Sydney United Sports Centre — 8.15pm 

Centraal Coast v Bankstown City Lions 


Pluim Park — 8.15pm 


Bonnyriqg W.E. v Surkertand Sharks 
Serbian Centre — 8.15pm 
Macarthur Rams v Leichhardt Tigers 
Lynwood Park — 8.15pm 
Canterbury Maarickville v Sr. George Saints 
Henson Park — 8.15pm 


& ROUND SEVEN 
Saturday April 19 


Macarthur Rams v Bankstown City Lions 
Lynwood Park — 7pm 
Sr. George Saints v Sutherland Sharks 
St. George Stadium — 7pm 
Sunday April 20 
Leichhardr Tigers v Blackrown City Demons 


Lambert Park — 3pm 


Canterbury Marrickiville v Central Coast 


Henson Park — 3pm 


Sydwey United v Bonnyriqq White Eagles 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE 0055 22885 \: *5cin ih 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY 


— APRIL15, 1997 9 


ERICSSON 
ERICSSON 
ERICSSON 


COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 


: MARCONI FAIRFIELD 


CANBERRA COSMOS a West eA 
ao) ae orp 44; Castro 84 
WOLLONGONG CITY | as MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
}|(Dimoski 1, 55; Horsley 4; Chippertield 60) (Milicic 49; Marusic 75) Neemag ie 30, 87; Pondeljak 60,85) 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS Sane TCs 


ROUND 26 FIXTURES 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 5/4 v UTS OLYMPIC 7/4 
DRAW 9/4 
SUNDAY 20 APRIL 1997, 7.00PM - Breakers Stadium 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 4/7 v GIPPSLAND FALCONS 4/1 
DRAW 5/2 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS EV v PERTH GLORY 9/4 
DRAW 9/4 
SUNDAY 20 APRIL 1997, 7.00PM - Knights Stadium 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD 4/7 v WEST ADELAIDE 4/1 
DRAW 5/2 
SUNDAY 20 APRIL 1997, 7.00PM - Marconi Stadium 


WwW 
SUNDAY 20 APRIL 1997, 7.00PM - Suncorp Stadium 
WOLLONGONG CITY 4/6 v COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS 3/1 


SUNDAY 20 APRIL 1967, 7 00PM - Brandon Park Choose a sport, 
ADELAIDE CITY 6/4 v SYDNEY UNITED 6/4 pick a winner, Sparecede 
SUNDAY 20 APRIL 1997, 6.30PM - Hindmarsh Stadium Ca 1/ | SportOdds. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 1/3 v CANBERRA COSMOS 7/1 


SUNDAY 20 APRIL 1997, 7 00PM - Bob Jane Stadium FreeCall 1800 650 818 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 
ERICSSON CUP TABLE 
TEAM 

Sydney United 
Sydney United 

|Bobby Despotovski Perth Glory 

|Vas Kalogeracos Perth Glory 

Norm Tome UTS Olympic 

Frank Farina Brisbane Strikers 

Adrian Cervinski Melbourne Knights 

Rod Brown Brisbane Strikers 

Ice Kutlesovski Melbourne Knights 

i ini West Adelaide 

West Adelaide 
Adelaide City 
Marconi Fairfield 
Marconi Fairfield 
UTS Olympic 


P 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


OOOSNR®MO EL 


|Newcastle Breakers 
Gippsland Falcons 
Collingwood Warriors 
Canberra Warriors 


D 
4 
2 
4 
9 
3 
5 
6 
8 
2 
7 
9 
6 
8 
5 
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says. 


the ACT Soccer Federation, 
said there is intense interest in 


XQ 


ungary are expectation is that Hungary Puskas. ¢ Canberra Cosmos 
anticipating a will qualify for Sydney,” he “Despite the fact there can get down to the task 
rematch with the said. were sporting dignitaries from | of planning for next season 
Socceroos in Australia — “So they want to test the all over Europe, including the | now that they have been 
and will look upon it as an water with areturn match, and head of the Olympic | accepted back into the 


important part of their af the same time look over our 


movement, Juan Antonio 


National Soccer League, 


Olympic team’s build-up, a facilities for pre-Games Samaranch, we were well | chairman Paul Murphy said 
member of Soccer training.” cared for throughout the | on Friday night. 

Australia’s delegation to The expectation is the visit,” he said. “You can expect a number 
Budapest, Steve Doszpot, teams will meet in Australia “Perhaps most importantly, | of major announcements early 


in January or February, 1998. 
Before that there will be a 
match at under-20 level 
during the World Youth 
Championship in Malaysia 
where the countries have been 


Doszpot, the president of 


Australia among Hungarian 
Soccer officials in the lead-up 


they were all at the game to 
see us beat Hungary 3-1. I 
think the message that 
Australian Soccer is on the 
move is beginning to get 
round Europe now.” 


next week including the 
appointment of a new chief 
executive officer and a 
company to do our 
promotional work,” he said. 
“It’s full steam ahead now 


to the Sydney 2000 Games. drawn in the same group. woe — we've already had an 
“While they have never Hungarian-born Doszpot See page 2 for exclusive existing sponsor on the line 
won the World Cup, there has said one of the highlights of photographs from recent | saying that now the 
been considerable success at the trip was the 70th birthday © Hungary v Australia game in | uncertainty is over they will 
Olympic level, and the party forthe legendary Frenec budapest, increase their support. 


results ACT premier league 


~ 
e 
o 


eo-oeoSerc°o 


& 


PRRERE LENNY 
COOe Ree DN 


leading scorers to April 6 


2.—traton (Weston Creel, Chalmers (Belconnen United), Rinaudo (Juventus). 
Queanbeyan City 1 1 Canberra City’6, Belconnen United 2 Weston 


- 


Nese ooSo 


= 
ey 
> 


OTOArUR KR 


KH OPMUON A 
Bib 


Creek 1, Creek 1, University of Canberra 3 Gungahlin Juventus 0, Olympic &/ 


jong United 0. 


‘oath: Queanbeyan City 2 Canberra City 6, Belconnen United 0 Weston Creek 
5 aera er cagberra 0 ae cr oe Olymple’7 Tageranciny 


~ 
& 


e 


> 


2 wOomom | 


“We're hoping this will be 
a catalyst for bigger things. 
It’s certainly not our aim to 
finish bottom of the league 


CO UUUUFAD 


i ae Fiorese believes 
eople are missing an 
essential point when they 
write off the chances of his 
Belconnen United team in 
the current ACT Premier 


e campaign. 
“We are the champions, 
and we did not achieve the 
title by being a one-man 
band,” he said. 
As if to emphasis that, 
United swept past Weston 


roun 


coogecce |u 


yeeeece sy 


prsy of Canberra 5, Capal © whiesBagres | elowemnen United 1 


of Canberra 5, 


0, 
ae 


NUON 


S 


* 


2. 
4 Weston 
3 Crown Eagles 


Creek 4-0 at Hawker Oval on 
Sunday, dumping a team 
which many thought would be 
a major hurdle. 

“There's been a tendency 
to dismiss us, just because we 
have lost Marko Perinovic 
from last season,” player- 
coach Fiorese said. “Certainly 
that’s a big gap to fill, but it 
gives the opportunity for the 
youngsters to do some work 
for us.” 

‘That was certainly the case 
against the Creek, although it 
was Fiorese himself who led 

the way in the-13th minute, 
heading Valerio Galeotti’s 
free kick past goalkeeper Alan 
White at the far post. 

The closest thing to an 
equaliser came when Robbie 
Stoddard shot into the side 
netting, but the Creek 
remained in the game until the 
50th minute. Then the pacy 
Tony Pangallo was in the 


couunaow |g 


ACT Soccer Federation (iz 


ACT Soccer Federation Sports House Maitland Street Hackett ACT 2602 Tel: 062480614 Fax: 062572958 iC 
EMAIL: http://www.actsf.org.au./ 


RETURN MATCH | Planning moving City sign 


WITH HUNGARY at Cosmos 


again.” 

Murphy said the push for 
new players will cover the 
local, national = and 
international scenes. 

“The deal with Soccer 
Australia involved us 
doubling our wage base — 
well we’ve got the money 
together to do that, so 
obviously we are a more 
attractive proposition for 
players thinking of coming to 
Canberra.” 


Murphy would not be 
drawn on the future of coach 
Mike Lyons, whose contract 
ends after completion of the 


season, 

“The board will look at the 
coaching position at its next 
meeting,” he said. 

The future of the Cosmos 
has been the subject of intense 
speculation since Soccer 


ACT — league 


Sunday April a —F 


Gungahlin Juventus y @ 
Belconnen United y Un 


State League 
Saturday April 19 — 
Defence Academy v Capital City 
Burns Club y ANU 


BELCONNEN SWEEP 
PAST CREEK 


right place to receive another 
ae kick and headed home. 

Aaron Fuller scrambled in 
United’s third in the 73rd 
minute and three minutes 
from the end substitute Mark 
Pietrukowski scored to set the 
seal on  Belconnen’s 

Mn, 

Opportunities in front of 
United’s goal were few and 
far between and it was a 
frustrating game for the 
Creek’s main striker, Steve 
Lazar. 

For him all roads seemed to 
be blocked by Belconen’s 
towering central defender, 
Jason Dunn, and he was 
reduced to mainly ineffectual 
snap shots from long range. 

Perhaps the visiting side’s 
best chance came when 
Lazzari, unable to fully 
control the ball on his own 
behalf, played it on to brother 
Martin, whose powerful, 
dipping shot was well saved 
by goalkeeper Steve Bakas. 

The University of 
Canberra, a cellar-dweller 
through most of last season, is 
showing it is a much 
improved team this year, 
writes Nick Guoth. 

In a polished display they 
won 2-1 at home over 
Gungahlin Juventus. 

It was a game of two 
halves, but University showed 


[actse. | 


AW 


— By GRAHAM COOKE 


Australia rejected their initial 
application to continue in the 
National Soccer League a 
fortnight ago. 

Since then Murphy has 
been involved in a series of 
meetings with local 
businessmen and national 
organisations, seeking the 
cash injections that would 
satisfy the Soccer authorities. 

This is the third time in 
their short history that the 
Canberra club have tottered 
on the brink. Just over a year 
ago they were saved from a 
mid-season collapse by funds 
from local clubs, then there 
was some doubts over them 
turning out for the present 
season when it was revealed 
they still owed $200,000 from 
1995-96, Again sponsors and 
local clubs came to the rescue, 

ot 


os City continues 
to he a lure for out-of- 
town players, with Paul Reid 
and Andrew Maphen 
currently making the 
journey from Goulburn to be 
part of the club’s ACT 
Premier League tine-up. 

The pair were members of 
Goulbum United’s team in the 
ACT State League last season, 
but were left without a club 
when United folded during the 
Summer. 

City coach Oscar Langone 
said he jumped in with an offer 
to Reid as soon as he heard he 
was available, 

“T saw him when I was with 
Olympic last year and liked 
the look of him then,” 
Langone said. “He is tall, 
strong and very good in the air 
... an excellent stopper who 
just needs to boost his fitness a 
litle to adjust to the extra pace 
of the Premier League. 
“Andrew was a bonus, 
because I knew very little 
about him when he came to try 
his luck with Paul. He is not 
the most skilful of players, but 
is a strong, hard-tackling right 
back. 


Res. Ipm, Ists 3pm) 
Majura Oval 
Riverside 
Greenway Oval 
Hawker Oval 


Ipm, Ists 3pm) 


Addison Road “Defensively he will do us a 
Kambah Oval 3 i 
University Oval lot of good, and we will work 


‘on polishing his ball skills 
during the season, 

“We're really happy to have 

them both — the commitment 
they are showing by travelling 
from Goulburn twice during 
the week for training as well as 
for the Sunday games, is 
remarkable. 
“Paul is 26 and Andrew a 
year younger, so they are both 
nearing the peak of their 
careers. They’ve shown their 
desire to improve and play at a 
higher level, and we'll be 
doing our best for them.” 

The pair's arrival reminds 
City fans of two other out-of- 
town players who starred for 
the club in the late 1980s. 
Gary Van Der Plaat and Nick 
Tonini travelled from Cooma 
over several seasons, striker 
Van Der Plaat winning the 
Premier League's 1989 Player 
of the Year award. 

Meanwhile, City has signed 
former NSW Superleague 
goalkeeper George 
Economopoulos, initially as a 
coach. 

However, Economopoulos 
(32) is keen to make a playing 
comeback if he can spare 
enough time from running his 
new restaurant, Tryst, in 
Canberra”s fashionable 
Manuka district, 

Langone will be watching 
his progress closely. “I 


Southwell Park 


that when the rest of the side 
gets off the pace, its defence 
is still solid. 

The game did not start too 
well for Juventus. With only 
six minutes gone University’s 
Mils Sredojevic was tripped in 
the box and Bud Ilic stepped 
up to put the ball away. 

University kept up the 
pressure and were rewarded 
again the 24th minute when 
Paul Allen broke free, 
rounded the goalkeeper and 
scored. 

There were many more 
chances falling to both teams 
with Juventus’ Nunzio 
Rinaudo guilty of missing a 
number. 

Juventus went out after the 
interval a more determined 
team, but it was not until 10 
minutes from the end that 
Oscar Zamora successfully 
chipped the University 
goalkeeper from 20 metres. 

But the hme side hung on 
to retain its unbeaten record 


after two rounds. remember George well from 

University coach Vince his NSW League days, he 
Taglieri said that while he was | S#id. “He is no great age for 
happy with the overall result, | Keeper, and would be a likely 


first-team choice if he can 
recapture anything like his old 
form. 

“In the meantime, I am 
happy he is with the club, 
passing on his experience to 
‘our young goalkeepers.” 


the second half had been 
‘ordinary’. His opposite 
number, Vince Magliulo, said 
the result was eased for him 
by a superb performance from 
Zamora, 
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ALTONA MAGIC 
ST. ALBANS SAINTS 


By John Rigas 


hee splendid goals from St.Albans striker Slavko 
Rados was enough for the Saints to hold champions 
Altona Magic to a 2 -2 draw at Paisley Park on Sunday. 
Rados scored the opening goal in the 10th minute when he 
latched onto a long ball from defence to F 
put the bali past goalkeeper Darren 


Altona were on level terms nine minutes 
later when Zoran Barovic powered his shot 
onto the crossbar, enabling Michael 
Michalakopoulos to header home. 

Barovic was involved in the Magic’s 
second goal when supplied striker Sash 
Becvinovski in the 25th minute. 

The three points were headed Altona’s way until two 
minutes from full time. Rados produced a stunning 25 meter 
free kick which struck powerfully into the top corner. 

Off the field St.Albans has parted 
company with coach Dave O’Connor. 
Reserves coach Joe Jovic has taken over 
|. as caretaker coach. Melboume Knights 
r4. captain Andrew Marth is expected to take 
over as player/coach. 


Magic: McGratl 
Raesciek, FARE 


Runje, Markovski, 
Rusmir, Madaroyski, 
Becvinovski, 
Barovic, 
Michalako 


MELTON REDS 


fter an incredible 
urst which saw 
Preston Lions go to a 3- 
0 lead after just 15 
minutes, new signing 
“Nick Radecki, and 
Ziatko Donev combined 
to hand out a 7-0 
thrashing to the 
hapless Melton Reds. 
Trailing so heavily so 
early in the game, Melton 
were helpless to do 


Lions were just too good, 


period. 


troubled Reds. 


PRESTON LIONS 


By George Koukeris 


anything at all as the rampaging 


Radecki had two goals up until i. 
half time and completed his hat Z 
trick seven minutes into the second 


Donev scored twice more for the 
Lions to also claim a hat trick. 

Michael Burlak completed the 
scoring in the 90th minute to finish 
off a miserable afternoon for the 


Lions: Petrovski, 


Sagiam {Gurpinar), 
Scorbogna 


Ergin, 
(R-Osman), Fehmi 
(sent off), T.Simsek 


K-Simsek. 

Referee: S.Rastocic 
Votes; 3- Radecki 
(PL), 2- Drogriski 
(PL), 1- Donev (PL) 


= 


Village on Saturday night. 


from behind. 


Spencer Field was the hero, scoring four minutes before 
the end to secure the victory after Heidelberg had twice come 


Anthony Cassar gave the Georgjies the lead in the 25rd 
minute but that lead was cancelled out five minutes later 
when a Gary Hasler free kick found its target. 

The Georgies were ahead again just before half time when 


HELDELBERG UNITED 
SUNSHINE GEORGIES 
By Dwyght Tuffnell 


( Sesiete Georgies moved closer up the ladder with a 
strong 3-2 win over Heidelberg United at Olympic 


striker Saso Markovski neatly 
converted a Chris Daglaras 


pass. 

Sunshine had good claims 
for a penalty turned down 
when Cassar seemed to be 
fouled and shortly after Joe 
Biskic notched the equaliser, 
firing in a loose ball after 
Jeff Stefanidis hit the post. 

Heidelberg hit the 
woodwork again before and 
after Field’s winner but the 


Georgies were well worth the} (HU) 


three points. 
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THOMASTOWN ZEBRAS ee 4 


SPRINGVALE WHITE EGLES 
GREEN GULLY CAVALIERS 


By Milan Ninovic 


Eagles: Brian, 
e top of the table clash ot ee 

between Springvale (Uzelac), Kitanovski, 
White Eagles and Green Nikolic (Kovacevic), 
Gully Cavaliers battled to a Mladenovic, Burfak, 
1-1 draw in a game that Sticzen, Rikanovic, 
produced soccer that would Gacovski. Gnjidic., 
be more at home at the 
bottom of the table. Cavaliers: Vella, 

Green Gully took the lead in 

the 42nd minute with a 


scrappy goal from Peter 
Stojcevski. 
His shot struck the bar and then bounced off White Eagles 
‘keeper Robert Brian and Into 
the net. - 
Springvale equalised in the 
77th minute from a free kick 
from midfielder Predrag 


Mladenovic. az) 
With the Cavaliers defenders ), 2- Sean 
and ‘keeper Chris Vella Douglas (Cavaliers), 


1- Waddell 
(Cavaliers). 


expecting a cross, Mladenovic 
placed the ball into the net at 
the near post. 


.BULLEEN INTER KINGS 
By Michael Zappone 


Buc: Inter Kings proved 
they will be one of the 
forces of the Victorian Premier 


League. 

Travelling to Thomastown, the 
Kings had the measure of their 
opponents. 

Vlatko Belic was fouled at a 
comer and won a penalty for the 
Zebras, Belic converted the spot 
kick himself. 

Damon Collina scored the 
equaliser just before half time 
and the Kings were then awarded 
a penalty after Anthony Boschini 


rode into the back of Robert Stojcevski. 

Anthony Grbac converted the penalty and gave the Kings the} 
lead. 

Eric Hollingsworth showed his athletic qualities by running 
the Thomastown defence ragged and came close to scoring on 
three occasions. , 

Bulleen finished the scoring in the 84th minute when 
substitute Damian Everetts headed in at the far post. 


BENTLEIGH GREENS 
PORT MELBOURNE SHARKS : 


By Zoran Mitenkovski- 


rt Melbounre Sharks escaped 
with a 1-0 victory over 
Bentleigh Greens in a dour 
‘struggle at Kingston Heath Soccer 
‘Complex on Sunday. 
The game was dominated by the 

defences in the first - half. The two 
goalkeeper Michael Lilikakis and Chris 
Jones were kept quiet all throughout = 
the first half. 


The winner arrived in the 
42nd minute when a Carlo 
Mason header rebounded 
off the crossbar to Con 
Argyriou who scored from 
close range. 

Bentleigh piled on the 
pressure in the second half 
and were unlucky not have 
equalised when a Nick Van 


Egmond freekick struck the 
crossbar, 


state league results 


DIVISION ONE RESULTS 
Moorabbin City 1— Kingston City 3 
Werribee City 1— Doncaster Rovers 0 
Broadmeadows City 2 — Lalor United 1 
Richmond 1— South Dandenong 4 
ites ie noeaee 
ingvale City 2 —~ Westgate 
Northcote City 2 — Maroondah Arrows 0 
12, Werribee City 12, Moorabbin 9, Kingston City 
lestem Suburbs 6, Broadmeadows 6, Northcote 
Doncaster Rovers 4, Lalor United 3, Westgate 3, Maroondah Arrows 1, Springvale 
DIVISION TWO RESULTS 
Rangwod iy 0 Regent Bla 2 
ir ity. — la 
<=Franksign Pines D> Alona City 5 


‘his match. 


goals b: 


* to a penalty, confidently 
by Panthers’ defender 


Buckpitt. 

Rockdale led again from 
Bruns. Royals 3 — Bell Park 2 Dimonovski header, but 
Altona East 1 — Yarraville/Glen Eira 0 


City 3 
Old fey 1 — East Richmond 1 

Tabla — Regent ula 10, Alona East 10, Essendon Bruns. Royals 9, Onkeih 7, 
Bin 7, Aitona City 6, Old Scotch Waverley 6, Frankston Strikers 6, 
Richmond 5, Knox City4, Yarraville/Glen Eira 3 , Mooroolbark 1, Bell Park 0, Frankston 
Pines *S) DIVISION THREE RESULTS 
Fitzroy Gay 12 North Coburg Unitad 4 

itzroy City 1 — jurg Unite 

South Caulfield 0 — Cra 2 


level with a cracking volley. 


still looking likely winners, 
the woodwork had a lot 
about the number of goals 


ascoe pringva 
Table — Cranboume 12, Chelsea 12, South ale 7, South Werribee 5, North Coburg 
United 5, Banyule City 5, Kelior Park 5, Pascoe Vale 4, South Caulfield 4, Fitzroy City 3, 
Geelong 2, Melboume City 1, Diamond Valley United 0, Nunawading City 0. 
DIVISION FOUR RESULTS 
Sunshine Heights 1 — Stonnington City 1 
Lal min 1 —Keysborough 1 
Seaford United 1 — ereh| Rangers 2 
Moreland Sean ill United 


= inited 1 
Table — Key rough 10, Clifton Hill United 10, Gesend Rangers 9, Williamstown 9, 
Langwarrin 8 Stonnington City 6, Moreland City 5, Sunshine Heights 5, Sandringham City 3, 
Corio 3, Sunbury United 2, Monbulk 1, Lalor 0, Seaford United 0 4 
ee PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION ONE RESULTS 
Knox Park 2— Springvale Condors 1 
Doveton 0 — Wantima 3 
Croxton Park 2 — Ballarat 0 
Lyndale United 0 — North Sunshine Eagles 2 
Mitcham United 2— Meiton 0 
Endeavour United 0 — Glenroy 1 
Brandon Park 1 — Sunshine Blues 2 
Table — South Wantima 9, Mitcham United 6, Melton, 6, Springvale Condors 6, Nth 
Sunshine Eagles 6, Knox Park 6, Glenroy 5, Lyndale United 4, Croxton Park 4, Sunshine 
Blues 4, Brandon Park 1, Ballarat 1, Doveton 1, Endeavour United 0. 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION TWO RESULTS 
Berwick City 1 — Waverley Wanderers 0 
sydennam Park ~ Brunsvick Gy 2 
— Brunswicl 
Meadow Park 3 — Hoppers Crossing 2 
South Yarra 3 —Keon Park 1 
Templestowe Eagles — bye 
Table — Riversdale 4, Berwick City 4, Sydenham Park 3, South Yarra 3, Meadow Park 3, 
Keon Park 3, Hoppers Crossing 3, Brunswick City 3, Templestowe Eagles 1, Braeside 
United 1, Waverley Wanderers 0. 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION THREE METRO RESULTS 
Ringwood Rovers 1 — Uni. Of Melb. Blues 4 
Morwell Pegasus 3 — Monash University 0. 
Elwood City 0 — Dandenong 2 
Camberwell Grammar 2 — Keilor 
-Melboume University 0 — Newborugh/Yalloum 1 
Ashburton — bye 
Table — Morwell Pegasus 6, Dandenong 6, Newborough/Yalloum 6, Camberwell Grammer 
3, Uni of Melbourne Blues 3, Monash University 3, Melbourne University 1, Keilor United 1, 
Ashburton 0, Elwood wt ape Rovers 0. 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION THREE NTH/WEST RESULTS 
Darebin United 2 — Watsonia Heights 0 
Broadmeadows United 5 — Latrobe University 2 
Brimbank 0 — Mill Park 0 
Whittlesea United 0 — North Glenroy 1 
West Preston 0 — North Reservoir 6 
Somerton City 0 — Northem United 0 
Table — North Glenroy 6, Darebin United 6, North Reservoir 4, Broadmeadows United 3, 
Latrobe University 3, Watsonia Heights 3, Somerton City 2, Mill Park 2, Whittlesea United 1, 
Northen United 1, Brimbank 1, West Preston 0. 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION THREE STH/EAST RESULTS 
Dingley City 2— Monash City 0; Coll City 3— East Kew 0; Parkmore 6 — 
Endeavour Hills 1; Yarra United — Ivanhoe United (Match postphoned); Thombury United 0 
— Noble Park 0; Flemington Falcons — bye 
Table — Dingley City 6, Noble Park 4, Collingwood City 3, lvanhoe United 3, Endeavour 
Hills 3, East Kew 3, Yarra United 1, Flemington Falcons 1, Thombury United 1, 


Parkmore 0, Monash City 0. 


Wester 


Altona 


Knox 


WAY 


Penrith scored first through 
Richard Astone, but two quick 
impressive striking 
import Spase Najdovski gaves 0 — 
Rockdale a precious lead which kop 
they surrendered near the break 
Converted 


Rockdale were reduced to ten 
men in the 37th minute, but were 


overall, in this game, where the 

crossbar proved the best defender 

; ‘Genovesi (Greer 
5 —K.Simsek (| 

- Alagiozidis (Be 


Satur 
St Alans Saints ¥ Thorton 
Reserve: 


Sunday Apr 


Frankston Strikers v Old 
East Richmond v. 


Oakleigh v Ringw 


STATE LEAGUE DIVisied Nesday April | 
Chelsea enh 

South Werribee v SoUnited Sports Centre — 
ee yeaa v Bankstown C ess: 
rola Nea tree W.E. v Sutherlancn 


Pascoe Vale v Fiterbian Centre — 8.15p) 


||mier league results 


ited 2 (Hasler, Biskic) — Sunshine Georgies 3 
vski, Field); North Geelong Warriors 3 (Stolica 2, 
ner Blues 2 (Corallo, Ferrante); Springvale White 
Jenovic) — Green Gully Cavaliers 1 (Stojcevski); 
Port Melbourne Sharks 1 (Argyriou); Altona 

2 s Saints 2 (S. 


Inter Kings 3 
Donev 3, Burlak) 


is 
Brett 1S 


a Toni = 
Danny 


Margetts brought the home side 


(Altona Manin’: 
Either 
opponents could steal the ful 
ints. 


though 

to say 

scored Poi : as 
Rockdale should be within the | 


HNN Ok ARAM 
WR OVEN NNU~ Vw 


|AGUE DIVISION 1 ROUND 4 
at : im f i119 


. Ballarat v Doveton 
“thWantima v Endeavour United 
Glenroy v Knox Park 
Condors v Mitcham United 
= =, | Melton v Lyndale United 
e Eagles v Brandon Park 


Park 


cos we Eagles 


ley Wanderers v South Yarra 
Riversdale - bye 


LEAGUE DIVISION 3 METRO 
ROUND 3 


vM 
v 
‘em 


Suburbs \ 


Lalor United v Done 
Kingston City v No. 
Marrondah Arrows v £ 
Westgate v Wi 
Moorabbin City v W 


STATE LEAGUE DIVIS 
Saturday 


@L LEAGUE DIVISION 3 NTH/WEST 
SEE eee SUND 3 


Sunday April 20 
Park v Broadmeadows United 
ie University v Watsonia Heights 
em United v West Preston 
North Glenroy v Brimbank 
smerton City v Darebin United 


a ‘AL LEAGUE DIVISION 3 STH/EAST 
| United v Parramatta ROUND 2 ag 


Sunday April 
ivour Hills v Collingwood City 
Kew v Dingley City 
Pluim Park — 8.15pm Noble Park v Yarra United 
ington Falcons v Parkmore 
City v Thombury United 
ivanhoe United - bye 


City v Reg 


City v Alto 


ROUND SIX 


©, 
9 Watch Fovew program 
Bi 10,30pm, also on 1116 Radio 38M. 


atrurday April 1 


CALL THE VICTORIAN SOCCER FEDERATIONS RECORL, ge eas 
S\. STAY UP TO DATE WITH YOUR TEAMS RESULTS. FIXT Lynwood Park — 7pmEWS 


le 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
RESULTS HOTLINE 


STATE LEAGUE 
RESULTS HOTLINE 


0055 38 898 0055 38 887 


RESULTS UPDATED BY 6.30PM EACH SUNDAY EVENING — CALL COSTS 75 CENTS PER Mi 


Ge Saints v Suthertar 
ween - George Stadium — 7; 
Sunday April 20 
Tigers v Blacktown ( 

Lambert Park — 3pm GUE 
y Marerickiville v CeNE 
Henson Park — ws 


‘ited v Bonnyriqg W 
SERVICE 0055 22885 \: Ten BLIC AND MOBILE ES 


LI 
IAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 15, 1997 


15 


world cup 
asia zone group 3 


Bahrain 
Darwish (89) 


1 Utd Arab Emirates 2 
A Mohammed 
(20, 62) 


UAE 
Jordan 
Bahrain 


coneacat 
Mexico 6 Jamaica 0 
african zone 
group I 


2 Guinea 
4 Burkina Faso 


Nigeria 
Kenya 


Nigeria 
Guinea 
Kenya 
Burkina Faso 


UA RU 


Congo 


Congo 3 2 
South Africa 3 
Zaire 2 
_ Zambia 2 


oe 


group 4 
3 Togo 
1 Zimbabwe 


Angola 
Cameroon 


Angola Ay. 
Cameroon 3.2 
Zimbabwe call 
Togo 30 


au 


10 
10 
02 
03 
5 


group 


Sierra Leone 1 Ghana 
Gabon 0 Morocco 


Morocco 
SieraLeone 5 1 
Ghana 
Gabon 


europe 
semi-finals — Ist leg 
*european cup 
1 Juventus 2 
Litmanen 66. Amoruso 14, 
Vieri 41 
Bor. Dortmund 1 Man, UTD C) 
Tretschok 76 
*UEFA cup 
Inter Milan 3 Monarco 1 
Ganz 16,29 Ikpeba71 


1 Schalke o 
Minambres 6 (pen) 


*eup-winners cup 
Barcelona 1! Fiorentina 
Batistuta 62 


- 


Gennaine3 Liverpool 
Leonardo 11, Cauet 45, 


Leroy 84 
brazil 
sao paulo championship 


A,S.J. Rio Preto2 Mogi Mirim 


E 1/3 v CANBERRA COSMOS 7/1 
DRAW 3/1 
4997, 7.00PM - Bob Jane Stadium 


GOALSCORERS 


TEAM 

Sydney United 
Sydney United 
Perth Glory 

Perth Glory 

UTS Olympic 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
West Adelaide 
West Adelaide 
Adelaide City 
Marconi Fairfield 


1 
BRibeirao Preto! Portuguesa Santista 2 eters, 
Guarani 2 Internacional 2 Marconi Fairfield 
Juventus 2 Corinthians 2 . 
Palmeiras 2 Rio Branco 1 UTS Olympic 
SaoJose 0 UniaoSaoJoao | 

group 1 
FISH SOCCER WEEKLY - 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRIT 


16 


Palmeiras 950 
Portuguesa 15 6 5 2 352222. 
Santos 13.6 4 3 221722 
Guarani 1446.4 275218 | } N 
Juventus 143 5 6 252914 om és . 
SaoJose 14 2 6 6 182912 
America 14423 911319 
Botafogo 1440869178 
group 2 
Corinthians 14 8 4 2 341828 is 
Sao Paulo 13.5 7 1 201122 i 
Mogi Mirim 145 6-3 191921 t ES & SCOF 
UnSaoJoao 145 5 4 181520 : 
Int Limeira 14 4 5 5 222517 : 
Pt Santista 14 4 4 6 182416 a eae eee] 
Rio Branco 143 6 5 182215 
Aracatuba 13 3 4 6 121813 WD FALCONS 
a ee eee $ 28, 70) 
ADELAIDE CITY 
Crowd: 5,137 
UTS OLYMPIC 
MARCONI france 
(Foster 63, fire 
: neh league ¢ 
Crowd: 12 a8 ap 
SS AS vn” 
aet. — won on 
SYDNEY | penalties 6-5 
(Milicic 49; 
scotland 
fa cup — semi final 
Celtic 1 Falkirk 1 
————SSS {At Ibrox) 
a ES Playing Monday: 
Kilmamock v Dundee United 
(At 
ROUN iauiate 
Dunfermline 1 Hibemian 1 
Hearts 0 Aberdeen i) 
ee ee Motherwell 5 Raith 0 
AKERS S/4VUTS OLYMPIC 7/4” Cote 520 5 7 095165 
1997, 7.00PM - Breakers Stadium Beets: United pe te 3 A iaoes 
sa7 vapestann raLconsan (estan. $8 PULLS 
1997, 7.00PM - Suncorp Stadium — Fypemian, a ee 
+ Motherwell 33 8 9 16595235 
(6 v COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS 3 ,.,, 
pycorn Raith 33 6 6 21286424 
L 1997, 7.00PM - Brandon Park division one 
Airdrieonians 2 Dundee 1) 
Y 6/4 v SYDNEY UNITED 6/4 East Fife 1 Greenock Morton 4 
DRAW 9/4 ~ Partick 0 St Johnstone 4 
997, 6.30PM - Hindmarsh Stadium st Mirren 1 Clydebank 0 


St Johnstone 3220 8 4 652068 


Airdrie 32 1513 4 543058 
St Mirren 3215 7 10453852 
Dundee 52 1311 8 5392950 
Falkirk 3213 9 10353248 


Partick Thistle 32 111110464244 
Green Morton 32 11 7 14393640 


Stirling 32 9 1013445437 
Clydebank 32 7 7 18284828 
East Fife 32 1 7 24228810 
division two 
Ayr 2 Stenhousemuir 1 
Brechin 1 Livingston L) 
Dumbarton 2 Clyde 0 
Hamilton 2 Stranraer 1 
QofSouth 2 Berwick 0 
Ayr United 32216 5 555169 


H Academicals 32 20 6 6 682766 


Livingston 32169 7 503557 
Clyde 32 12 9 11383745 
Sten'r 5211 9 12463642 
QofSouth 3211 8 13485441 
Brechin 32 9 1013344337 
Stranraer 7 9 16264630 
Dumbarton 32 7 8 17596129 
Berwick 32 4 1018316522 
division three 
Alloa 1 Ross County 1 
Arbroath 1 Montrose 1 
Forfar 1 East Stirling 0 
In’s Thistle 4 Albion 1 
Queen’s Pk 2 Cowdenbeath I 


InC, Thistle 52227 35 665075 
Forfar 32169 7 624357 
Ross County 32176 9 513857 


15, 1997 


1474147 
2454446 
Montrose 5445741 
Queen’s Park 352.9 8 15445135 


1381 
321371 
1251 


Cowdenbeath 52 8 7 17344931- 


Arbroath 32 5 1314284528 
East Stifing 52 6 8 18515426 
england 
fa cup — semi finals 
Middlesbrough 3 Chesterfield 3 
(At Old Trafford) Replay April 22 
Chelsea _3 Wimbledon 0 
(At Highbury) 
premier league 
played mid week 
Coventry 5 Chelsea 1 
Derby 1 Southampton 1 
Everton 1 Leicester 1 
SifldWed 2 Tottenham US 
WestHam 0 Middlesbrough 0 
Wimbledon 0 Aston Villa 2 
Leeds 0 Blackburn 0 
Liverpool 1 Coventry 2 
division one 
Charlton 2 Huddersfield 1 
Man City - 1 Bolton 2 
W Bromwich 1 Crystal Palace 0 
Oldham 2. Birmingham 2 
premier league 
Arsenal 2 Leicester o 
Blackburn 2 Manchester United. 
Derby 2 Aston Villa I 
Everton 1 Tottenham 0 
S'thampion 2 West Ham 0] 
Shifid Wed 1 Newcastle 1 
Sunderland’ 1 Liverpool 2 
Man United 33199 5 663866 
Arsenal 34189 7 572863 
Liverpool 3 189 6 562963 
Aston Villa 34 16 8 10433056 
Newcastle 52159 8 613854 
Sh'fld Wed 3521313 6 433852 
Chelsea 33 131010525049 
Wimbledon 32 121010424046 
Tottenham 3412 6 16404642 
Leeds United 3311 9 13263442 
Derby County 34 101212415142 
Everton 34 101014404940 


Leicester City, 33 10 10133847 40 
Bl'burn Rovers 33 8 1312553537 


Coventry 34 8 12143524836 
Southampton 34 8 1016455334 
West Ham 33 8 101535143554 
Sunderland 33 8 10153049534 


Middlesbrough 32 9 9 14445233 


Not Forest 34 6 1315295231 
Middlesbrough deducted 3 points 
division one 

Bamsley 4 Charlton . 0 
Birmingham .1 Huddersfield 0 
Bolton 4 Oxford 0) 
Norwich 2 Stoke 0 
Port Vale 3 Oldham 2 
Portsmouth 1 Tranmere 3 
QPR 3 Grimsby i} 
Reading 2 Wolverhampton 1 
Sh'fld United 3 Crystal Palace oO 
Southend 1 Bradford 1 
Swindon 0 Ipswich 4 


W Bromwich 1 Manchester City 3 


Bolton 45 2712 4 945093 
Bamsley 412013 8 684573 
Whampton 4220 9 13614769 
Sheffield Utd 43 191113735168 
Port Vale 43 171511565066 
Ipswich Town 42 171512634964 
Norwich 45 171115636362 
Tre Rovers 42 171114605162 
Portsmouth 42 18 8 16534862 
Crystal Palace 41 161215694460 
QPkRangers 43 161215595760 
Birham City 42 1513514474758 
Stoke City 42 161016475358 
ChAthletic 42 151017496055 
Man City 41 15 9 17535354 
Reading 42 141216525954 
West Brom 43 131416657053 
Swindon 43 15 8 20526753 
Oxford Ufd 43:14 9 20576551 
Huddersfield 43 121318466049 
Bradford 42 101220436842 
Grimsby 4l 9 1220527539 
Oldham 42 9 1221486259 
Southend 43 8 1520407639 


division two 


Blackpool 2 Bul ) 
Bmouth 2 Gilllngham 2 
Crewe 1 Bristol Rovers oO 
Millwall Q Plymouth 0 
Notts County | Wycombe 2) 
Peterborough 2 Preston i) 
Shrewsbury O Wrexham 1 
Stockport 1 Burnley 0 
Walsall 3 Luton 2 
Watford 4 York q 


Rotherham 0 Brentford 


Bury 41 211010583875 
Brentford 411914 8 553871 
Luton 41 191210674469 
Stockport 39 1912 8 523669 
Crewe 4121 5 15514268 
Watford 411618 7 432866 
Walsall 42 181014534764 
Burley 42 18 9 15634563 
Wrexham 411517 9 464362 
Bristol City 41 171014594761 
Millwall 43 1613514505061 
Blackpool 41 151412524159 
Chesterfield 39 141411565456 
Gillingham 41 151016515655 
Bournemouth 43 141316404355 
Bristol Rovers 43 141118434555 
Preston 43.15 7 21445552 
Plymouth 42 111714435350 
York 42 121218436248 
Wycombe 42 13 9 204253548 
Shrewsbury 43 111319496846 
Peterborough 43 101419547144 
Rotherham 43 6 1524346431 


Notts County 42 6 13233505551 


division three 
Brighton 1 Wigan 0 
Cardiff 1 Chester 0 
Exeter 3 Lincoln 3 
Fulham 0 Northampton a 
Hartlepool 0 Cambridge United 2 
Lton Orient 2 Doncaster 1 
Rochdale 2 Darlington it) 
Scarborough 1 Hereford 1 
Scunthorpe 2 Hull 2 
Torquay 1 Bamet 2 
Colchester 5 Swansea 1 
Mansfield 0 Carlisle 0 
Wigan Athletic 44 24 9 11795181 
Fulham 432311 9 693880 
Carlisle 43.2212 9 624078 
Swansea 43.20 7 16575367 


Northampton 43 181114624365 
Cardiff 42 19 8 15524965 
Cambridge Utd43 18 1015525464 


Chester 45 161611494164 
Colchester- 43 151612564861 
Man Town 43 151612435961 
Lincoln 43 16 1215666760 
Scarborough 43 151513636560 
Scunthorpe 4217 8 17585959 
Barnet 43 131614414255 
Hull 42 121812404254 
Rochdale 43 121615515552 
Leyton Orient 43 131218455451 
Darlington 43 131020607349 
Torquay 43 13 1020445649 
Diter Rovers 4515 9 21506448 
Exeter 43 121219466248 
Hereford 43 11 12 20 47 61 45 
Hartlepool 43 12 8 23 45 63 44 
Brighton 43 12 8 23 50 68 42 
queensland 
Wynnum 2 Brisbane City 3 
BrisLions 1 B’Berg Waves 0 
Roch Rov 2 Beenleigh 5 
Tar Rovers 5 Coalstars 0 
Brisbane Ciy 6 4209 514 
Beenleigh 640214812 
Taringa Rovers 6 5 2 114611 
Brisbane Lions 6 3 1 2 9 6 10 
Rochedale Rov 6 3 1 2 141210 
BBergWaves 6 2 1 511117 
Coalstars 61145154 
Wynnum 60066190 
semi pre cup 

round one (second leg) 
North Star 3 Slacks Creek iN 
Pine Rivers 3 Souths United 0 
Redlands 1 The Gap 2 
Gr Thistle 1 Acacia Ridge 1 
InalaCity 0 Olympic United 1 
Ips St Helens 1 Mitchelton 5 
Mt Qravatt 1 Albany Creek a 
Rocklea 3 Eastern Suburbs 2 
Toowoomba 4 Capalaba 1 


Worle 


ustralian goalkeeper 
Mark Bosnich has 
been named in a 


‘o-time winner Inter 
Milan of Italy beat 
French side Monaco 3-1 


ENERIFE 
SCRAPE IN 


a2-0 win to progress into its 
UEFA Cup final after 
being handed its first 


in the first leg of their away defeat of the 
Sauer ea erent UEFA Cup 4 campaign by an Inter 
star match in Hong Kong to Seat p ed team which played 


mark the British colony’s 


an inspired first 
half. 


te be a_ vital 

handover to Chinese rule. i 
istian K, consolation Tater 
in SNe Caeiert iat - soa eens romans 
Mi ef a decimated from the start 
French international, is one of visitor. and needed 
the midfielders also chosen. M an rizio only 16 
Bosnich, who plays for MARK BOSNIG Hage Ganz increased minutes to 
Aston Villa in the English —_ — his tally in the snatch the lead, 
Premier League, will Last year Ned Zelic was in European when Ganz beat 


represent Oceania in the world 
Side for the Reunification Cup 
match to be played on July 3, 
two days after Hong Kong 
changes over to the authority 
of the Peking government. 


the Rest of the World side that 
played World Cup holders, 
Brazil in the USA. This game 
attracted almost 80,000 to the 
Yankees Stadium in New 
York. 


campaign to 
eight goals, with 
strikes in the 16th 
and 29th minutes, 
and also fed fellaw- 
striker Ivan Zamorano to 
give the home side a 3-0 


lead in the 39th minute in front 


Djorkaeff. 


Fabien Barthez 
from 14 metres 
into the low right 
corner after a fine 
feed from Youri 


The 1991 and 1994 


UEFA Cup winner kept up the 
pressure and the Djorkaefi-Ganz 
combination worked again in the 
29th, The Frenchman Djorkaeff 
went past two Monaco players in 
midfield and then sent a defence- 
splitting pass to Ganz, who struck 
from short range. 


of a 50,000 San Siro crowd in 
Milan, 

But the host failed to capitalise 
on Gilles Grimandi’s dismussal in 
the first minute of the second half 
and, even worse, conceded what 
could be a key away goal for Monaco from its 


Youri Djorkaeff: His 
midfield brilliance set 


up Ganz for two 
goals. 


SOCCER pein 


minute. 


minutes respectively. 


against Mare Wilmots. 


Nigerian superstar Victor Ikpeba in the 71st 


In the second semifinal, Spanish club CD 
Tenerife hung on to a 1-0 victory over German 
side Schalke, thanks to a sixth minute penalty 
from captain Felipe Minambres. However, 
Tenerife had Vivar Dorado and goalkeeper 
Marcelo Ojedo sent off in the 54th and 74th 


Schalke’s Johan de Kock wasted a penalty 
kick awarded after Ojedo’s vicious tackle 


Nonetheless, Schalke - and Monaco because 
of its away goal - are in a good position to tum 


Grimaldi fired only inches feft in the 31st for 


Monaco, but it was Inter who scored a third 


punch. 


before halftime through Zamorano. 

However, Zamorano will not be able to play 
in the second leg after being booked a second 
time in the competition, and so will Grimaldi 
after being handed a red card for throwing a 


Monaco managed the vital away goal in the 


7st minute through Ikpeba, who had only 
come on as substitute two minutes earlier. 


Tenerife, meanwhile, drew first blood 


against Schalke when Felipe’s penalty beat 
Jens Lehmann, 


fas J-League started around matters in the April 22 second-leg The Germans missed a 76th minute penalty, 
its fifth season last matches on home ground. The three players when de Kock sent his shot wide of the goal 
Saturday desperately dismissed will be suspended from the second moments after Swede Bengt Andersson had 
searching for a soccer player legs. come on as a reserve goalkeeper after Ojedo 


with the star quality of 
baseball pitcher Hideo 
Nomo. 


The national team has not | 


been sparkling in its campaign 
to reach the 1998 World Cup 
finals and the lack of success 
could see attendances fail for 
a fourth straight year. 

“Tt will be very difficult to 


make the 1998 World Cup 


finals with this team,” said J- 


ene Tretschok’s 


The French league leader Monaco will need 


Dortmund take 
narrow lead 


was sent off. 


French forward Eric 


European player of the year 


League chairman Saburi x jected shot flew past Cantona squandered a first Matthias Sammer was 
Kavabuehi after hea n the USA Major League replacement goalkeeper half chance for United witha suspended. 
lacklustre 1-0 win over Oman Soccer will add teams in | Raimond yan der Gouw to __left-foot shot that sailed well 
in the first Asian qualifying Crowds like this at an early Grampus Eight match Miami and Chicago for the | give injury-hit Borussia — wide and then set up two clear 
round. need fo be brought back to the J-League. 1998 season, expanding the | Dortmund a1-Ovictory over chances for his team early in 
“Byen though they should But despite beating Brazil ian '30 py | league to 12 teams, MLS | Manchester United last the second half. His well- 
clear the first round, it will be ang i Ser ae with react E ali ea Y | Commissioner Douglas | Wednesday inthe firstleg of judged pass put Nicky Butt 
difficulbitoleencuchithege ne ee ore Sep Cate Logan announced last week. | their European Cup semi- clear in the middle and the 
final ualifyin mail The SOU ae as Ae We HTL 8 ur ‘The Miami franchise will young midfielder’s shot hit 
players seemed oo timid” ‘World Cup finals, there are associate clubs, went bankrupt | play ts home games at the | ‘The 76th minute shot the left-hand post. Then 
Japan trounced Nepal 6.0 Sve" Sisns Wat the I-League Ils spon pets Orange Bowl, while the | struck the outstretched leg of Cantona released David 
and Macao 10-0 and is almost Sbrmtnae Jevisi 1 a out Gee current 17 Chicago club will be based at | United defender Gary Pallister Beckham on the right, the 
cattails eas eae obaaest, tiendances, television clubs are selling cut price | Soldier Field, home to the | and the deflection was enough England midfielder’s shot 


round. If Japan finishes fourth 


audience ratings and revenue 
all fell last season. Many 


tickets this season, while 


HA National Football League’s 
some teams plan campaigns to 


curl it past the Dutch 


beat advancing goalkeeper 


i 8 ita a 4 ' 7 Chicago Bears. joalkeeper, a dramatic late Stefan Klos but Martin Kree 

ape Rare roaes epertaisa le nnrreas ge HEN eR AI Chicago, where he US roplaceneat for Danish got back to deflect it wide. 

aig, aansial (ay 0S number of clubs is lowering “Each club is starting to | Soccer Federation has its | veteran Peter Schmeichel. Tretschok’s goal came 14 
i think of attracting fans | headquarters, has been the minutes from the end and 


Australia, to decide a place in 


the quality of games, while 
incessantly changing rules and 


The result left the semi- 


i seriously for the first time,” | Jaroest market in the United . 
rea eas Won Cap a Sense sad aac vintar ata | SS tlm | ial wie pe se tno ne Fon 
Kawahochi was angered Average a ces fell ro EE of average 15,000 Chicago had been chosen May 28 final in Munich's _ players back when he decided 
that Masakiyo M A351 Eon 16-322 as one of the 10 initial sites | Olympic stadium. to shoot for goal\25 metres 
hat Masakiyo Maezono Was 1995 and 19,598 in 1994, “Clubs should also learn | for MLS teams, but the f Butiniehct Rad ashi 
sidelined in the three World D Schmeichel was ruled out out. But his shot had a big 


Television ratings are now 


how to manage professionally, | franchise was shifted to 


i ; F of the Manchester United help from  Pallister’s 
ee atta a pees rine eel belles Vile Gah ase ye ill | Dallas after an impasse with lineup only minutes before ater interception before 
hero to rival baseball nee i a spend on their efforts,” he | the group that runs Soldier | kickoff because of a back flying past the ‘keeper. 

Nana tel Tehite Suzuki wis pug bee geames naling . injury. Karlheinz Riedle, Swiss 
sparked a new boom era for eels pane ve ae Cate Moti amen . Z Van der Gouw, who has forward Stephane Chapuisat 
their sport in Japan. ee ee eM {© | population of south Florida | played only one Premier and Juergen Kohler were 

Micsonouichikenmune year and 58 games in 1995. be brought back to the J- | makes Miami a natural site falediowtioh the'Dertnund 


popular Japanese Soccer 
player and captained the 
Olympic side to an upset win 
over Brazil in Atlanta last 


year. 


Twice J-League champions 
Verdy Kawasaki aire 
10 percent wage cuts 

on players, while Shimizu S- 
Pulse cut its wage bill by 


game for United, held 
a glancing header from Heiko 
Herrlich and then made a 
reflex, one-handed save to 
keep out a stab by the same 
Dortmund forward. 


League. for a soccer club. 

In its inay; season last 
year, MLS averaged 17,416 
fans for each of its 160-games 


played. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH S( 


lineup by injury. The German 
club already was without 
Brazilian defender Julio Cesar 
and Ghanaian forward 
Ibrahim Tanko, while 


Semi because of a back 


injury. 
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ee ee see eee 


REVOLUTIONARY MATCH DECIDER 


ince ABSW printed the 
revolutionary plan 
adopted by the Topper 
Bill Turner Cup Executive, 
eyebrows have been raised 
and the question asked, 
“Will it work”? 
Some executive members 
and Area Managers have been 
questioned, not so much about 


Australia U/17 Joeys 
are currently in New 
Zealand for the Oceania 
World Cup qualifying 
tournament. Their group is 
playing in Christchurch. 
They kick off today 
(Tuesday) against Cook 
Islands. Thursday at noon the 
Joeys face Tahiti and on 
Saturday Fiji are their 
Opponents. 
The Semi Finals are 
scheduled a week today and 
on Anzac Day, Friday 25th, 


the “Golden Goal” concept, 
but to the plan to reduce each 
team by one player each five 
minutes during the extra time, 

This is a logical question 
because, within the rules there 
is also unlimited interchange. 
This may cause referees some 
difficulty. 

As one astute observer 


their fate will be decided in 
the final. 

The second — group 
consisting of New Zealand, 
Solomon Islands. 

The top teams in each 
group progress to the Semi 
Finals. 

The U/17 ~~ World 
Championships, under the 
FIFA flag, will take place 
during September in Egypt. 

[See back page for team 
group at’ Sydney Airport 
immediately prior to flying to 
Auckland on Saturday April 5 
which was supplied by a 
parent of one of the players), 


stated, “The referee’s job will 
be made more difficult and he 
may need an exercise book to 
note the replacement players, 
the interchange players, the 
players taken off and players 
who may be sent off.” 

ABSW put this proposition 
to Bill Turner, a man who 
arguably would have the most 


NYL NORTHERN 


empathy with the referees, 
having been a referee for 
thirty-six years himself. 

His reply: “We have taken 
a bold step. To our 
knowledge, no other football 
body has gone as far as we 
have and no doubt a few mix- 
ups will occur during 1997. 

“Coaches have been made 


DIVISION 


Wollongong 1 


By TIM DIMENT 


ACTAS 4 


A game that meant little to either team and showed in their 
first half performance. The teams went in at half time at 0-0 
however the ACTAS came out with a different attitude in the 
second half and produced 4 good goals from Oscar Zamera, 
Manwell Sermeno, Ija Prenovski and Shane Lyons. 

Wollongong’s lone goal came from the striker Frank Barilla. 


Newcastle 0 


Sydney United 2 


A good game between two of the competitions better teams. 
The win to Sydney United should give them the minor 
premiership and favouritism for the finals. Sydney United were 
helped by having Robert Enes in the team and contributed with a 
goal, the other going to Mark Faric. 

Poor finishing in front of goal and some good saves by the 
United keeper kept Newcastle goalless. Best for Newcastle were 


Doug West and Jon Paul Bourke. 


A couple of poor results early in the season has put Newcastle 
in a dangerous position in the top four. They will need to win 
against UTS Olympic next week to remain in the top four and lift 


their spirits for the finals, 
QAS 5 


Marconi Colts 2 


‘Again a game of no significance on the top four, however 
both teams put on a good display with Marconi Colts leading 2-0 
at half time. In the second half the QAS came out a bit stronger 
to score two goals and even up the score. Scorers were for 
Marconi J Bruni (2) and QAS J Ellis and D Invincible, 


UTS Olympic 0 


Marconi 3 


A good win by Marconi despite having Chris Care sent off. 
The win gives Marconi a good opportunity in the top four with a 
lot hinging on the result of next week’s game between UTS 
Olympic and Newcastle. The game was dominated by Olympic 
but they wasted good scoring opportunities, unlike Marconi that 
took the chances that were given to them, 

It is hoped that the players Olympic had out will be able to 
Tetum for next week’s important game. 


aware on several fronts to line 
all this up with Referees 
Federations. Area Managers 
have received extra copies of 
the Handbook which are to be 
passed on to their appropriate 
Referees bodies for them to 
read and understand the new 
concept. 

“We also know that the 


yast majority of coaches will 
not do a great deal of 
changing to the make up of 
their team during a fixture. 
The first eleven players are 
chosen because they are the 
best combination available 
and to change a potential 
winning formula would be 
questionable indeed, 


Northern Division 
at April 6, 1997 


P  wreD tL oF A Pt 
Sydney United 20 12 6 2 51, 20 42 
Newcastle Breakers “20 12.1 6 24 40 
AIS. *22 11 6 3 42°22 39 
UTS Olympic 20 12 2 6 M38 
Marconi Fairfield 2 115 4 33 2 38 
Yononooag ety 2 8. 6 6 42 4l 

Ea Py 

NSWIS 20 8 2 10 28 36 26 
Sydney United Colts 21 7 22 12 32. 46 25 
QAS = 20 6 4 10 415.39 22 
Marconi Fairfield Colts. “20 «6 «(11 1153-119 43 19 
ACT AS 20 4 3 13 24 49 15 
UTS Olympic Colts 19 2 2 15 19 58 8 


“We sincerely request that 
coaches, players, referees and 
anyone associated with the 
competition give off their best 
to make sure it works and 
should there be any anomolies 
— write, fax or phone us so 
that we can make it right.” 


eee 


Sydney Utd Colts 0 Olympic Colts 3 

Sydney United Colts put in a poor defensive performance in 
this game to go down 3-0 after holding out for 0-0 at half time. 
Olympic showed that goals can be scored by taking opportunities 
as they arise, 


NSWIS ' 0 AIS 6 
NSWIS went into the game knowing they were playing an 
older and more experienced team, 

Some defensive lapses allowed the AIS to score some easy 
goals. This win puts the AIS in a good position in the top four 
and play Sydney United next week. 

The NSWIS with it’s very young team can look forward to 
better things next season with the benefit of this season’s 
experience. 


Robert Enes; Played in NYL Northern competition tor 
Sydney United Youth and scored. 
United are close to winning their division and should 
soon move on to the playoffs against the Victorian and 
the South Australia divisions. 
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Strikers in the Ericsson 


Wayne Knipe: rarer oe in as Conse ean ot Sopcrt mow 


71997 


ABSW & 


NEW OPPONENTS 


AUSSIES TAKE ON | NORWAY ALGARVE 


CUP WINNERS 


tralia will take benefit in international orway are the 1997 The solitary goal came by 

the chal i e of = Us Women’s Cup 1997 competition. N inners of the way of a penalty in the 71st 
position the cael ah ‘The annual tournament will | prestigious annual Algarve minute, awarded after 

US ‘omen’s Cup in Pe Pm follow its regular format of | Cup held in Portugal. : Norwegian striker Medalen 
May/June this year. 31 May playing each’ match in a The Cup was contested this was taken out by China’s 


As well as USA, fast 
becoming Australia’s most 


31 May 


4 Jane 


different city across the 
nation, and this time around, 


year by China, Sweden, 
Denmark, The Netherlands, 


dramatic circumstances. 


goalkeeper Zhou Yang. The 
Chinese protested that the 


showed Zhou the red card. 


regular opponent, the green all six will be east coast | Finland, Iceland, Portugal and offence had occurred outside 
ia aa Al cine up 5 June venues, Norway. The north Europeans the box and Medalen had 
against the different styles of | 7 Same emerged victors from the final fallen inside, but the referee 
Italy and Canada, an 8 Jume —— against China in rather awarded the penalty and 


experience that can only be of 


pan a medallists USA will 
celebrate their historic win with 
their home fans on the Nike Victory 


Tour starting next week. 


National Coach Tony DiCicco has 
named a core of twelve players to tour to 


PREGNANCY 
AND SPORT 


Gans in society’s 
attitudes and medical 
advancement has seen 


liability of the athlete, coach, 
official and administrator. 
Included are such topics as 


to weigh up the benefits with 
any perceived risk to herself 
of the unborn child. 


“f women more actively liability for injuries to the As well as the brochure, a 
ree of the six iteean wy Be participating in exercise and unborn child, law of tort, and booklet entitled ‘Pregnancy, 
ae pa Bie pe sport during pregnancy. the anti-discrimination law. Sport and the Law’ has also 

: is implicati duced idi 
Olympians will participate in the event, The legal issues The implications for sport are been produced, providing 


with only striker Cindy Parlow not 


surrounding such a situation 


that clubs, coaches and 


greater detail on the subject. 


ing the full t are something with which players can be held legally Both may be obtained through 
ES everyone inyolyed in liable for injuries suffered by the Women and Sport Unit 

The Australian public had the chance women’s sport should be unborn children during  on(06) 252 1522. 
to witness ten of these twelve main aware. sporting contact as a result of The Australian Sports 
Bey sae ae Spo Con ‘There are no absolute rules their reckless or negligent Medicine Federation (06) 251 


interesting array of opponents — two 
matches each against France, Korea and 
England. The first home internationals 
since the Olympic win, five of the six 
matches will be played at small venues 
across the country to ensure maximum 
interaction with youngsters and 


supporters. 


‘The first England game will be the one 
full feature match held at the 30,000 
capacity Spartan Stadium in California, 


and will be televised by ESPN. 


The matches will also serve as a good 
opportunity for DiCicco to test out some 
young up and coming talent in this 
rebuilding phase. 1995 World Cup 
players Amanda Cromwell and Holly 


action. 


Mantei will be keen to make their mark 
after two years of little international 


Kristine Lilly: in light colours playing for the USA against 


ne faglch (insert): Wil 


lly 
they be recoverd from their knee surgery to be able 


regarding the legal 
implications of pregnant 
women playing sport. The 
Women and Sport Unit of the 
Australian Sports 
Commission has issued a 
brochure outlining the 
relevant legal rights and 


ihe Americans are 
fanatical about statistics 
in sport, and Soccer is no 
exception. 

‘The US Team statistics on 
the Ram Sports Cup three test 
series in Australia reveals 
some encouraging figures for 
the Aussie ‘underdogs’. 

The action in match two 
held in Bathurst has been 


recorded as a ‘win’ for | Shots 14 2 12515 4 9 
Australia in terms of shots on | Comers 8 0 97% 6: 2 
goal, with twelve attempts for | Offsides O 8 2 CORRS: Sais ie 3 
the visitors overshadowed by | Saves 1 © *3-) 8-26 
the home team’s fifteen. Nota | Fouls §8 16 13. 18> 7. $47 


bad effort against the 
goddesses of world football! 


ewly appointed 
National Coach 3 
Greg Brown is 
‘wasting no time in his 
new role. Already he 
is taking off on a visit 
to all states for 
discussions and 
sessions with coaches 
and players. 

On the agenda are 
such issues as the elite 
program over the next 
few years, training 
methodologies, and 
the centralised 


program, 
> 


e 


behaviour. 

All parties concerned 
should discuss these legal and 
safety issues, ensuring the 
legal liabilities are limited 
whilst enabling pregnant 
women to enjoy their sport. It 
is up to the individual athlete 


ALL IN THE STATS 


Statistical Summary 
— Ram Sports Cup 


MELBOURNE 
(4-0) 


BA’ 
(3-1) 


6944 also has a brochure 
called ‘Participation of the 
Pregnant Athlete in Contact 
and Collision Sports’, with 
information on the medical 
implications, 


@ 86 


THURST 


(3-0) 


BROWN ON | ANZAC CUP 
THE ROAD 


CLASH 


jluim Park on the NSW Central Coast at 
Lisarow, will this year host the Anzac 
Cup clash between NSW Institute of Sport 


and NNSW ITC. 

Established last year as an annual Anzac 
Day event in conjunction with the revival,of 
the men’s Anzac Cup, any match between 
these two outfits is certain to be a fiercely 
contested encounter. 

The action kicks off at 1.00pm with the 


| Australia earlier this year. 


to claim a place in the tour of the USA. 
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< SOUTH AMERICA © 


— COMPILED BY MARIO ETCHART — 


PARAGUAY TAKE LEAD IN 
WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS 


he South American 
World Cup qualifying 
rounds have changed 
dramatically in the last 


series of matches, 


The Paraguayans, who 
started the 1998 World Cup. 
campaign with a 1-0 defeat 
against the same Colombian 
outfit in Barranquilla, are now 
the favourites to win the South 
American pool, leading the 
group with 20 points, three 
more than Colombia and 
seven more than Bolivia, 
Ecuador, Argentina and 
Uruguay, all with 13 points, 

Meanwhile, Peru are 
running seventh with 10 
points and Chile eighth with 9 
points, but the Chileans will 
play six of the remaining 
matches at home and only two 
away. 

So far, Paraguay have been 
the surprise pack of the 
competition, playing some 
outstanding football, with a 
well balanced system, very 
solid in defence and midfield 
and with two very skillful and 
young strikers in Miguel 
Angel Benitez and Aristides 
Rojas. 

Jose Luis Chilavert, the 
flambuoyant and controversial 
Paraguayan keeper, is one of 
the most influential players in 
the squad, and a natural 
leader, while in Catalino 
Rivarola, Carlos Gamarra, 
Celso Ayala and Francisco 
Arce, the leading team have 
four of the best defenders in 
the world. 

Paraguay, in the current 
form, are without a doubt the 
favourites to win the South 
American group. In the 
remaining matches, the 
Paraguayans will face 
Uruguay, Argentina, Bolivia 
and Venezuela at home, and 
Chile, Ecuador and Peru 
away. 

Colombia the second 
placed team in the group, have 
lost their two last matches, 1-0 
at home against Argentina, 
and 2-1 with the Paraguayans 
away. It seems that they lost 
some of the shine and 
composure of previous games. 
The defense is showing some 
weakness, and the midfield 
have lost cohesion and speed 
while the strikers are missing 
the service provided in the 
past by Carlos Valderrama, 
Leonel Alvarez and Freddy 
Rincon. 

Nevertheless, the squad 
guided by 1996 South 
American “Coach of the 
Year", Herman Gomez, is one 
of the best in the continent, 
and with stars of the calibre of 
Faustino Asprilla, Rincon and 
Valderrama, the Colombians 
will qualify for France ‘98, 

“Colombia's remaining 
matches are against Peru, 
Ecuador, Bolivia and 
Venezuela at home, and 
against Uruguay, Chile and 
Argentina away. 

Bolivia, who defeated 
Argentina, 2-1, in the altitude 
of La Paz, and lie currently in 
third position, will have to 
play most of their matches 
away from home. 

The Bolivians, coached by 
the Spaniard Antonio Lopez, 
are not the force of the past, 
and their chances to qualify 


“for the World Ciip are very 


sine 

Apart from the quality of 
midfielder Julio Cesar 
Baldiviese and striker Marco. 
Etcheverry, Bolivia failed to 
impress, and in most of their 
games showed a tack of 
consistency. 

Bolivia's next matches are 
against Venezuela, Peru, 
Colombia, Paraguay, Ecuador 
and Chile away, and Uruguay 
athome, 

Ecuador who in their last 
two matches thrashed 
Uruguay 4-0 and drew 1-1 
away with Peru, have in 
midfielder Alex Aguinaga one 
of the stars of the South 
American World Cup 
qualifying rounds. 

The team, managed by 
former Colombian coach 
Francisco Maturana, started 
yery well but midway through 
the series dropped form, to 
pick it up again against the 
Unuguayans and Peruvians. 

They have three crucial 
games away against 
Argentina, Colombia and 
Uruguay and the other, not too 
difficult, with Venezuela in 
Caracas while the most 
important matches, at home, 
will be with Chile and 
Paraguay, and one more 
accessible against Bolivia. 

The most disappointing 
team of the competition, 
Argentina, are a strong 
favourite to qualify together 
with Paraguay and Colombia. 

Despite the lack of form of 
Daniel Pasarella’s squad, the 
Argentines are a powerful 
side, with an incredible 
amount of talented players, 
and capable of producing the 
unexpected. 

Defender Roberto Sensini, 
midfielder Diego Simeone and 
striker Ariel Ortega are three 
of the most consistent players, 
while goalkeeper Ignacio 
Gonzalez proved to be the 
best of the five custodians 
tried by Passarella in the 
current campaign, 

Argentina have a 
favourable draw, playing 
against Ecuador, Peru, 
Venezuela, Uruguay and 
Colombia at home, and 
Paraguay and Chile away. 

Uruguay, improved their 
chances of qualifying for 
France ‘98 with a 3-1 victory 
over a weak but highly 
spirited Venezuelan side, 

‘The Uruguayans, under the 
guidance of Juan Abuchtain, 
didn’t improve as it was 
expected, and their 
performance has been 
inconsistent. They played a 
solid game against Argentina 
in Montevideo, but later, 
against Ecuador in Quito, it 
was a disaster, losing for the 
first time in the history with 
Maturana’s outfit. 


Juventus defender Paolo 
Montero, midfielders Pablo 
Bengoechea, absent against 
Ecuador, and Eber Moas were, 
so far, the best footballers in 
the Uruguayan squad. 

Uruguay’s remaining 
matches are against Paraguay, 
Bolivia, Peru and Argentina 
away, and Colombia, Chile 
and Ecuador at home. The 
games with Bolivia, Peru, 
Chile and Ecuador will decide 
Unuguay’s fate. 

Peru after their 1-1 draw at 
home with Ecuador lost a 
good chance of improving 
their position on the ladder. 
The team guided by former 
Peruvian international Juan 
Carlos Oblitas had, so far, a 
very irregular tournament, 
dropping important points at 
home. 

The absence of Jose Del 
Solar, doesn’t help Peru’s 
cause, and the chances to 
qualify for France “98 are very 
slim. 

The talent of attacking 
midfielder Roberto Palacios is 
not enough to take the 
Peruvians to another World 
Cup. 

Peru’s remaining matches 
are against Colombia, 
Argentina, Venezuela and 
Chile away, and Bolivia, 
Uruguay and Paraguay at 
home. 

Chile, since the Uruguayan 


Diego Simeone: Consistent midfielder for Argentina. 


coach Nelson Acosta took 
over from Spaniard Zavier 
Azkagorta, have shown a 
great improvement in all 
aspects of their game. 
Defensively solid, the 
midfield has more presence 
and up front Acosta has Ivan 
Zamorano, Cobreloa’s prolific 
striker Pedro Gonzalez and 
Marcelo Salas, while Glasgow 
Rangers forward Sebastian 
Rosental will be out of action 
for at least three months. 

The Chileans are one of the 
teams with the best option to 
qualify for France ‘98 having 
to play six matches at home 
and only two away. 

Chile will play Venezuela, 
Colombia, Paraguay, 
Argentina, Peru and Bolivia at 
home, and Ecuador and 
Uruguay away. 

The matches against 
Umguay and Ecuador could 
well define the fourth South 
American berth. 

Finally, Venezuela, with 
only one point from nine 
matches are already 
eliminated, 

Nevertheless, in today’s 
football nothing is for certain, 
so they could steal a point or 
two in its remaining matches 
against Chile, Argentina, 
Colombia and Paraguay away, 
and Bolivia, Ecuador and 
Peru, 
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Leading 
goalscorer in World Cup 
Qualifiers 


Ground: 

Address: 

Railway Station: 
Founded: 
Admitted to league: 
Ground Capacity: 
Seats: 


Pitch size: 
Largest Gate: 
Biggest Win: 
Heaviest defeat: 
Nickname: 
Colours; 
Honours: 


HISTORY: 


Stranraer 


By STUART JONES 


Stair Park 

London Road Stranraer DG9 8BS 
Stranraer (1 mile) 

1870 

1955 

5,000 

1,900 

110yds by 70 yds 

6,500 v Rangers in 1948" 

7-0 v Brechin City in 1965’ 

1-11 v Queen of the South in 1932 
The Blues 

Royal Blue and Red Quarters 
Second Division 1993/4 
Qualifying Cup winners in 1937 


Weird and Wonderful 
1910-11 


pril 29, 1911 saw 
Atee Utd and Aston 

Villa play their last 
games of the season. Villa 
were a point clear of 
United and played away at 
Liverpool, while United 
were ania to third placed 
Sunderaland. United won 
the First Division for the 
second time in three years. 
At the bottom Bristol City 


Newcastle had their many 
chances, but failed to 
convert any . 

There was a new FA Cup 
trophy and Bradford had 
their hands on it as 
winners. Bradford actually 
had their hands on it 
before the final, for a local 
of Bradford had made the 
new trophy. The old trophy 
had gone to Lord Kinnear 


and Nottingham Forest 
were relegated. Champions of the second 
division were WBA and runners up Bolton 
(will Bolton be replacing Forest in the 


on completion of 21 years 
as FA President. 
After two years as runners-up Swindon 
finally won the Southern League title, 


Stair Park is between the raliway line and a public park. Named after the Ear! of 
| Stair, who had bequethed the park to the local Council, it was opened in 1907. 
Between 1955, when the club joined the League, and in 1981 a terrace cover was 
the only improvement made to the ground. In August 1981 the ground was the last 
in Britain to be installed with floodlights.. In 1994 the club won promotion for the 
first time into the first division. Two improvements were made to the ground in their 
brief one year stint in Division One. A cover was built for the town end, and a stand, 
seating 1,524 was built. 

And so this is the last of the current league clubss, Other clubs to have played in 
the Scottish League are Abercom, Armadale, Arthurlie, Bathgate, Beith, Bo'ness, 
Broxburn United, Cambuslang, Clackmannan, Cowlairs, Dumbarton Harps, 
Dykehead, Edinburgh City, Galston, Helensburgh, Johnstone, King’s Park, Leith 
Athletic, Linthouse, Lochgelly United, Mid-Annandale, Nthsdale Wanderers, 
Northern, Peebles Rovers, Port Glasgow Athletic, Rencon Royal Albert, St Bernards 


five points clear of Northampton 
Town. A financial crisis at 
Pompey reflected on the field, 
and Portsmouth came last, 
4 Southend went down with 
them. 
Reading won promotion back 
to the top flight on the first 
attempt as Champions of the 
newly reformed second division, 
whilst Stoke went up also. Welsh 
clubs Methyr Tydfil and Cardiff finished 
third and fourth respecively. Salisbury did 


1997 Premier league?). Unlucky 
were Chelsea, who could not 
capitalise on the fact that 
Bolton lost away at 
Birmingham in the final day Br 
of the season. Insead Chelsea 
lost away at Gainsborough 
Trinity to confine them to a 
second consecutive season out 
of the top flight. 

Huddersfield, who had replaced 
Grimsby Town in the second division, had 


Solway Star, Thistle, Vale of Leven, and probably the most famous, Third Lanark. 


"1910-11 Scotland— Division One | 
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a relatively disappointing season, finishing 
13th. 

Further disappointment came for Chelsea 
in the FA Cup when they lost in the semi 
finals to Newcastle United who made yet 
another apearance in the Final. Their 
opponents this time were Bradford who 
had defeated Blackburn 3-0 (both semi’s 
finished with the same scoreline). Yet again 
the crowd at Crystal Palace witnessed a 
draw, this time finishing 0-0 in front of 
69,908 people. A strong wind ruined the 
game as a spectacle. 

The replay at Manchester was marred with 
a gusty wind again. A mistake by 
Newcastle’s Lawrence led to the only goal 
of the game for O’Rouke of Bradford. 
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not win all season and were bottom. 

In November 1910 Croydon Common 
transferrred a player to Chelsea called Jack 
Harrow, who would go on to make almost 
350 appearances for the Blues. 

In Scotland, rivals Rangers broke the Celtic 
dominance by winning the Division One 
title. Celtic in fact could only manage fifth 
place. However, in the SFA Cup, Celtic 
gained a trophy after drawing 0-0 with 
Hamilton in the final. Celtic won the 
replay 2-0. 

The losing semi finalist were Dundee and 
Aberdeen. New boys Raith Rovers came 
15th in Division One. Dumbarton were 
clear champions of Division Two but 
remained in the second flight. 
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ghtmare performance by 

verpool goalkeeper David 

James and the goal-poaching 

brilliance of Gabriele Batistuta helped 

holder Paris St Germain and 

Fiorentina take giant steps towards the 
European Cup Winners Cup Final. 

James's errors saw Liverpool crash 3-0 
in its semi-final first leg in Paris while 
Batistuta struck a second half stunner to 
give Fiorentina a more than useful 1-1 
draw in front of 120,000 baying 
Barcelona fans in the Nou Camp. 

England keeper James, who only days 
earlier had gifted Coventry the winner in 
a crucial Premiership match, was to 
blame for PSG’s first two goals in the 
Parc des Princes. 

James’ first blunder came after only 11 
minutes as the French side, attempting to 
become the first team to successfully 
defend its Cup Winners’ title, cruelly 
exposed his weakness in handling high 
crosses, 

As a long ball came in from the right 
from Jerome Leroy, James charged off his 
line but his attempted clearance simply 
fell to Benoit Cauet lurking on the left 
edge of the area. 

With James stranded in the middle of 
the penalty area, Cauet slipped the ball to 
Brazilian striker Leonardo who scored the 
simplest of goals. 

Two minutes before half-time James 
again failed to collect a high cross, again 
from Leroy, simply flapping the ball to 
Leonardo. He headed across to Cauet who 
managed to scramble the ball across the 

_ line with a half-hit shot to put the holder 
2-0 up. 

The almost certainly fatal blow to 
Liverpool hopes came six minutes before 
the end when substitute Cyril Pouget, 
with his first touch of the ball, slipped it 
to Leroy who hooked it home from only 
eight metres. 

“We were terrible both as a team and 
individually,” admitted Liverpool 
manager Roy Evans. “Nothing went right 


on 
the 
night 
We were 
too slow and 
we lacked both 
passion and spirit. 
We have a 20 
Percent chance of 
getting to the final now,” 

For Liverpool, playing 
in its first Buropean semi- 
final for 12 years, it was a 
match that it always 
looked ill at ease. 

Liverpool was clearly 
struggling to get into the 
game and it was 19 
minutes before PSG 
goalkeeper Bernard Lama, 
showing no signs of the 
pressure he is under after 
recently failing a preliminary 
drug test for taking cannabis, 
was forced into action. 

Jamie Redknapp fired in a shot from 
just outside of the area which Robbie 
Fowler flicked on with his head but Lama 
was up to the task and gathered the ball. 

Six minutes later Lama had to show 
why he was the French number one 
keeper when he saved brilliantly from 
Fowler. 

The English supporters were given a 
brief moment of hope in the 48th minute 
when Fowler outjumped the defence to 
head down a Bjornebye cross to Steve 
McManaman, who headed the ball past 
Lama but the linesman had already 
flagged for offside. 

Liverpool's hopes of completing its 


Baggio for 
Arsenal? 


talian superstar 
iberto Bi 

ready to quit Serie A 
and take his chance 
in the English 
Premiership League 
with Arsenal, who 
are going for the AC 
Milan striker in an 
SAI8 million deal. 7 

The unsettled 
international, wants to 
emulate countrymen Gianfranco Zola (Chelsea) 
and Fabrizio Ravanelli (Middlesbrough) and 
former San Siro team-mate Patrick Vieira 
(Arsenal), who have proved big successes in 
England this season. 

And 29-year-old Baggio, star of Italy’s 1994 
World Cup campaign which took them to the 
final, wants to play m the Premiership while he 
is still at the peak of his career. 

“My dream is to play in England so I can 
show the world I am still a great player,” 
Baggio told the London tabloid, The Sun. 

“The place to be and to catch the eye right 
now is England. It’s becoming the greatest 
stage in the world, 

“My friend Gianfranco Zola has proved you 
can still play for Italy and live in London at the 
same time. A team that is involved in Europe 
would be the ideal choice.”. 

Although Manchester United are also keen 
on snapping up Baggio, Arsenal are the 
favourites, 

Gunners boss Arsene Wenger is reported to 
have met the striker’s agent earlier this week to 
discuss a possible deal. 


Bosnich 


STORMS OUT 
on Villa 


ston Villa's Australian goalkeeper 
Bosnich faces disciplinary action 
from the club after walking out on the team 
at Derby last Saturday when he was told he 
would be on the bench. 

“Mark was to be on the bench again and the 
next thing I know at five minutes to two I am 
told he has left the ground,” Villa manager 
Brian Little said after the team’s 2-1 loss. 

Bosnich was seen leaving Derby’s Baseball 
Ground stadium before kickoff and appeared 
very angry. Little, whose team had jumped to 
fourth in the standings after some good results, 
had preferred to keep England Under-21 
goalkeeper Michael Oakes in goal. 

Oakes played instead of Bosnich last week 
when the Austratian was forced out with a 
hamstring injury. 

“A lot of people in the dressing room were 
let down a bit today,” Little said. “There were 
not too many of us who chased after him in 
fairness, because that’s not the thing to do, but 
it's a major disappointment to us. 

“I will see him on Monday and sort it out, 
and I would think it might be a disciplinary 
matter,” 


Bernard Lama; Saved brilliantly J 
from Robbie Fowler. 


European trophy case with the Cup 
Winners’ Cup are now in tatters and their 
chances of beating the French side by 
four goals in the second-leg at Anfield in 
two weeks, look well nigh impossible. 

Then Batistuta pounced. 
Argentine internati 
Nadal’s goal when his stinging shot from 
the edge of the area after 63 minutes that 
gave goalkeeper Vitor Baia no chance. 

The Italians looked headed for a 1-0 
defeat after Miguel Nadal had headed 
Barcelona into the lead close to the break. 

For Barcelona the good news was that 
both Batistuta and Giulio Falcone will 
miss the return leg after picking up 
yellow cards, 


The 
nal neutralised 


eltie’s bid to ease the 
pain of conceding the 
title to Rangers by winning 
the Scottish Cup received an 
unexpected setback when it 
was held to a 1-1 draw by 
fatkirk in their 

semi-final at Ibrox on 


Saturday. 

Falkirk’s towering 2.01 
metres tall central defender 
Kevin James scored a 
magnificent 82nd-minute 
equaliser to cancel out 
Tommy Johnson's first goal 
for Celtic since his recent 
($A4.98 million) signing from 
Aston Villa and set up a 
replay on the same ground on 
April 23. 


That match now becomes 
crucial for Celtic manager 
Tommy Burns whose position 
at the club appears to be under 
threat — with Kevin Keegan 
being touted as a possible 
successor, 

Certainly his much-vaunted 
foreign strike force of Italian 
Paolo di Canio, German 
Andreas Thom and Portugal’s 
Jorge Cadete will have to do 
more than they did in front of 
the 45,261 crowd if Celtic is 
to reach the final for the 47th 
time. 
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ustralian coach Terry 
Venables has been 
be negotiating a 
multi jon-dollar cash 
injection into his English 
first division club 
Portsmouth. 

Venables, chairman and 
majority stakeholder in 
Pompey after buying the south 
coast team for $42.12, denied 
that any investment deal 
would involve selling his 51 
per cent holding. 

“1 am talking to people who 
are very interested in investing 
in the club but I am not 
talking about selling my 
shares,” Venables was quoted 
as saying by The Mail on 
Sunday newspaper. 

“T like it down at 
Portsmouth, we are 
strengthening the club but we 
do need major investment. 

“Tf anyone was to come 
along and make me a great 
offer for my shares then that is 
something else to consider.” 

Former England coach 


“Venables and club manager 


Terry Fenwick have presided 
over a change in fortunes for 
Pompey which is on the verge 
of the first division playoffs. 

Venables has been seeking 
investment of about $A10m in 
the club to redevelop the run 
down home ground Fratton 
Park. 


Sacked previously from his 
chief executive role at 
Tottenham Hotspur after a 
row with chairman Alan 
Sugar culminated in 
allegations of 
mismanagement, Venables 
has also attracted controversy 
at Portsmouth. 


Falkirk 
hold Celtic 


Terry Venables: There's je? a dull moment in his 


Club director Vic Jenner 
resigned last week saying he 
was unhappy about how 
Venables was running the 
club and the involvement of 
Venables’ associate Eddie 
Ashby, who is banned from 
being a company director. 

Venables has reportedly 
told the Football League that 
Ashby has no formal role at 

mouth. 

Appointed by Soccer 
Australia last November on a 
deal worth $4400,000 a year, 


Paolo di Canio: He and the other foreigners were 
ineffectual. 


They looked incapable of 
finding a way through until 
Johnson pounced in the 66th 
minute to score from close 
range after Falkirk keeper 
Craig Nelson’s series of saves 
kept his side in the tie. 

Falkirk, having been in two 
Cup finals, 1913 and 1957, 
and winning both, was never 
overawed by Celtic and its 


10,000 fans went wild with 
delight after James’s late 
equaliser. 

Celtic had a let-off as early 
as the 10th minute when 
Falkirk had a ‘goal’ 
disallowed after Scott Crabbe 
pounced on a ball which came. 
back off a post but there was 
little doubt the effort was 
offside, 


Venables has five wins from 
‘as many starts as he prej 

the national team for World 
Cup qualifying games. 

ean area a 
number of outside business 
interests and recently 
announced that his west 
London private club Scribes 
West, reputedly worth $A2.12 
million, had been sold. 

The Australian coach is 
interested in setting up a 
soccer training and holiday 
venture in Spain, 


- Season | 
xtension 
rejected 


e English Premier 

League today rejected 
Manchester = United’s 

request for an extension to 
the season beyond May 11. 

United Manager Alex 
Ferguson feared a fixture 
pile-up would affect his 
team’s chances of retaining 
the Premiership title and 
wanted to play his club’s 
final match against Newcastle 
a week later. 

The request led to a war 
of words between Ferguson 
and Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger who said there 
should not be an extension. 
The bid was rejected 
today by the Premier 
League’s chairman Sir John 
Quinton and new chief 
executive Peter Leaver QC. 

A statement from the 
Premier League said: “In 
reaching a decision, the 
Premier League Board has 
considered the needs of all 
clubs and taken full account 
of the issues at stake in the 
final weekend of the season. 

“At this stage it is 
possible that every game on 
the 11th of May will have an 
impact on either the 


championship, European 
places or relegation,” 


By BOB BROOKS 


4 nm evening with 
Alan Ball’ said the 
dvertising and 
the tickets. Many soccer fans 
know that Alan Ball was a 
very naive 20 year old in the 
1966 World Cup winning 
England team, 

Few know that just four 
years before he was rejected 
by both Wolverhampton 
Wanderers and Bolton 
Wanderers, are the second 
names significant, as being 
too small and too fragile to 
take on as an apprentice. 
Blackpool thought differently 
about the red haired lad. 

The seaside club reaped the 


reward for their faith when 
Ball was bought by Everton 
for a then record fee of 
110,000 pounds. 

Soccer Coaching 
Tnternational (SCI)) brought 
this gem of a former player 
and successful coach to 
Australia. He has run 
coaching sessions in Brisbane, 
Newcastle, Sydney, Adelaide, 
Melboume and is just bringing 
his trip ‘Down Under’ to a 
close. SCI have a membership 
scheme for junior players. 
This among other things, 
entitles the members to a 
coaching session with top line 
British personalities. 

Norman Whiteside of 
Manchester United dnd 
Northern Ireland fame was 


here in 1996, Negotiations are 
in place with two current 
Premier League players to be 
next in line. 

Ball is also an entertaining, 
polished speaker. He held 150 
of us spellbound in Sydney 
the other Friday night. 
Amongst the audience was Ian 
Cuthbert who was at 
Blackpool at the time. Bally 
was there. He now lives on the 
Illawarra coast, south of 
Sydney.They hadn’t met in 
the ensuing 30 odd years. 

As the Manager of 
Southampton during the time 
that Matt Le Tissier has been 
displaying his skills for the 
south coast club, Ball rates the 
player as one of the finest. He 
reckons that the highly skilled 


Le Tissier needs a run of four 
or five games in the England 
shirt to really show how he 
can inspire them to greater 
heights. 

On the subject of what is 
wrong with the English game, 
Alan Ball believes that the 
fact that competitive sports are 
out in their schools is a major 
contributing factor. Another 
one he believes is much of the 
media hype that the Premier 
League is the best in the 
world, when that is not the 
cust: 

Despite twice being sold 
for a record transfer fee, the 
second one after six great 
years at Everton to Arsenal for 
220,000 pounds, he insists that 
the current crop of players are 


By DEZ MARTON 


e all know what the feeling is 

when a striker misses a certain 

-chance to score a goal. The team 
coach’s feelings are much deeper and last 
longer because they must deal with it 
di the week. 

Spectators whinge for a couple of days 
and forget about it. Players will try to 
improve their technique during training 
sessions but don’t necessarily know how. So 
the headache is still there till next week's 
game. If the striker scores and the team 
wins, the headache might go away. 

The way to respect a striker is if that 
player can average one goal a game. This is 
how I was taught and that is the criteria 
which is used by a coach to select strikers. 
Clubs also spend most of their money to 
buy one and again the players scoring 
average determines the price. No club, 
See MSN eevee tere hee 
team not scoring because to win games, 
scoring is essential. 

Let’s imagine that our team has two good 


strikers and that they keep scoring the 
average required for the first six or seven 
rounds, Everybody is happy and the team is 
on top of the table. Next two games they 
don’t score and we say ‘unlucky’. 

If they score just one goal the team may 
still lose. We will be half way through the 
competition and find our team slipping 
down the table and panic sets in. Someone 
has to be at fault but who? The supporters 
pressure the committee, the committee gets 
down on the coach. The coach comes down 
on the players and there goes the team’s 
confidence. 

I say, let’s see why the strikers don’t 
score and why other players in the team are 
failing in the goalscoring department. 

If the average expected from a striker is 
‘one a game, what about the rest of the team? 
Midfielders should score every second or 
third game and even defenders should pop 
one in every fourth or fifth outing. This 
would bring the crowds back. 

Strikers need to be oiled from time to 
time. If we know why and what is their best 
weapon then they can be given enough 


ea training to match their abilities. The 
question is, do we know them well enough, 
and can we give them suitable practice and 
coaching drills to keep them on their toes. 
What about midfielders and defenders? 

Recently the game between UTS 
Olympic and Sydney United finished 1-1. 
Ante Milicic and David Zdrilic, missed a 
100% chance each. United should have been 
3-0 ahead. Olympic were happy with the 
result. Why should they have been happy? 
Supporters are asking what happened with 
Kris Trajanovski, last season’s top 
goalscorer. I would say the club has left him 
Gry. He is a player who has to maintain his 
skills all the time. He needs specialised 
training to keep his mind on what he does 
the best. 


What about other teams in the NSL? 
Take the average of what they have scored 
and the number of 100% chances they have 
missed, that gives you an picture. There are 
a handful of players averaging more than 
0,5 goals a game. Goalkeepers are doing 
well, arn’t they? 


By STUART JONES 


David Oldfield 
avid has been happy 
with his recent form and 

puts it down to a successful 
side. After going through a 
rocky patch, his club Luton 
are heavily into the battle 
for promotion to the First 
division. Manager Lennie 
Lawrence is very happy with 
Oldfield’s level of 
commitment, and the player 
returns these compliments 
with strong performances. 

Oldfield is currently 
considering his future and 
much will depend on whether 
Luton is promoted or not. 
However, at this stage a retum 
to Australian football is not on 
the cards. “I think I have 
another 2 or 3 seasons over 
here left in me.” When he 
does return it is most likely 
going to be Perth Glory. 
Oldfield has played under 
some great managers like 
Howard Kendall and Brian 
Little. Previous clubs include 
Manchester City, Leicester 
City and Millwall. He has 
scored 8 goals this season for 
Luton. This is his second stint 
with the Hatters. 


Paul Agostino 


Paul was highly involved 
in the 2-2 draw against 
Luton. In the third minute 
he went down in the area 
and City were awarded a 
penalty. From the rebound 
Shaun Goater scored to put 
City up 1-0. Then Agostino 
added a second before Luton 
pulled two goals back. 

With the departure of Joe 
Jordan, the other Aussie at 
City, David Seal, may get 
more of an outing in the first 
team, Seal has been stuck in 
the reserves all year but not 
from lack of scoring. Now 
John Ward has taken over his 
chances may increase. There 
was talk of a move to Reading 
but that did not come off, 


Richard Johnson 


Johnson was born in 
Kurri Kurri, has signed a 
two year contract to remain 
with his club Watford. 
Johnson has started 29 times 
in the this season and 
scored two goals, his last 
being against Walsall on 


The Reading 
FC Boys 


Two defeats have put a 
dampener on Reading’s 
progress up the table. In the 
1-2 reversal to Barnsley 
Steve Mautone and Andrew 
Bernal completed a full 
game. Meanwhile Stuart 
Lovell came on as a 
substitute. Lovell has scored 
3 goals for Reading this 
season, his most recent effort 
against Ipswich on March 


Mautone had actually 
agreed to stay on loan at 
Reading until season’s end but 
then signed permanently for 
the Royals. 

Doug Hodgson 

Over Easter Hodgson 
started for Oldham and they 
lost 2-1 to Stoke. 
Unfortunately for Doug he 
was only on the bench for 


the club’s 5-1 win over 
Swindon on Easter Monday. 


Andrew McDermott 

The young Aussie is 
looking forward to his new 
challenge. He was quoted on 
his move to WBA, “It seems 
like a really good set up. Tike 
to get forward and put in the 
crosses for the strikers and 
hopefully I can get into the 


team.” 

McDermott made his debut 
against Sheffield United in a 
winning team, He joined 
fellow Aussie Shaun Murphy 
for the Baggies. 


Mark Schwarzer 
interview before the 
League Cup Final 

1. What are you most 
looking forward to about 
Sunday? 

‘The whole excitement , the 
whole occasion to actually 
play a Cup Final at Wembley. 
It is one of those places any 
player would love to play. 

2. When you were 
stuggling to gain a place in the 
first team in Germany, did you 
ever ‘think that such a big 

would arise? 

I never really thought about 
playing in a game like this as 1 
never thought about leaving 
Germany when I was there. 
You always think about being 
involved in a final, and as a 

oun! it’s something you 
aaa ea about. 

3, In fact_you have felt the 
pressue of a big gee before, 
in the Canadian game? 

Yes indeed, I have been 
lucky enough to be involved 


Mark Schwarzer: Played for Middlesbrough in F.L. Cup 
Final at Wembley. 


in such a big game before so 
early in my career. Obviously 
it is still going to be a huge 
occasion , and if not a bigger 
occasion than the game 
against Canada with the 
atmosphere and also the 
audience watching. 

4, How hard will it be to 
watch the FA Cup Final when 
you can’t be involved due to 
being cup tied? 

At this momennt in time T 
haven’t really been thinking 
about it at all. It’s the bigger 
of the two, more people take 
notice of the FA Cup so it will 


definitely be a little 
disappointing come Final day, 
provided we make it. We do 
have a game against 
Chesterfield coming up and 
whilst we are confident of 
beating them they are no mug 
team and have done extremely 
well to get this far so it will be 
a difficult game. 

5. Who have you got to 
thank for being where you are 
now? 

Thave a few people. Firstly, 
my parents, my goalkeeping 
coach back home in Australia, 
Nick Sokolof, my girlfriend, 


paid excessively and this also 
contributes to their poor recent 
international record. 

If you enjoy being 
entertained by a well spoken, 
erudite, knowledgable 
personality using a variety of 
words fit for anyone's ears, 
then get along to an “Evening 
with Alan Ball’ 


the list goes on but those 
people are the ones who come 
to mind straighaway. My 
father is absolutely football 
crazy as is my Mum, my 
brother is still heavily 
involyed back home at 
Southern Districts, part of 
Marconi. They support me 
150% and always have and 
always will. 

6. What goals have you got 
left now? 
My major goal would have 
to be to stay in the Premier 
League at the moment with 
Middlesborough, obviously to 
win the Coca Cola Cup and to 
carry on as a number one 
keeper and play consistently. 
Tf we can do that, and I can 
continue to play like I am, 
other things will come along 
like national team places and 
things like that. However 
staying in the League and 
winning the Cup are important 


now, 

7. Zeljko Kalac has just 
signed to play in England 
again, what do you think he 
can learn about playing in 
England? 

He has learned a lot from 
playing in England first time 
around. I have spoken to him a 
few times about it all and I 
think he will be wiser on the 
second occasion as most 

ple are and he just needs a 
little bit of luck and hopefully 
things will work out. I think it 


“Gee 
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Ry i y who travelled ro New Zea F 

Wide Baldwin, Grant Barlow, Eddie Bosnar, Avtt Deun, Matthew Langdon Vuko Tomasevic, Craig Baryes, David 

Teruinello, Travis Dodd, Daye Vdakovic, Mark Bresciavo, Frayvk Bavzayno, Michael Bostvski, Adriayo Curzeps, 
Michael Ferravre, Martin Jolin, Lav Zvekis, Jasoy Coliya, Nick Carly, Vicror Cosrabile. 


